
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 








TfW.-'-ji'' 



>*- 




I 



FARMER'S 

DAUGHTEB, 



WRITTEN BY HBRSBLF. 




NEW-YORK : 
PUBLISHED BT SVBRT DUTCKINC^, 

No. 102 Pearl-Street. . 

yoaiT G. TOTTEKy SKHiTSB. 
1814. 



An jfectunt of her Di%tre^9^ Wonderful jia 
vtnturen^ manner of being Courted and Se 
dueed by a ^oblemmn in London^vho afie^ 
living vfiih her oome Tearw^ftaried in ih. 
moMi dishonourable manner. With an Ac 
county of .her yhl^li^ him a ocfond time 
, . ^ptdpa^y XitsSc^^dceurrence9 that haft 
r/*fflH9 iufildL$i^,remainder ^ their livee 




JBTABMBB'S SAUGITFEIL 



JMlR, S» D i J my father, was descended 
^rom an ancient and respectable fanjiily, 141 
the county of Essex ; distinguisKed for ma* 
ny cei^tunesy both in the mlliiary uid lite- 
rary nforl^. 

Their zeal in parliamenti for thp liberty 
of the subject, had been conspicuously meri- 
torious, t^jpau^e disinterested ; for though 
they mip^ht have enriched theipselves and 
aggrandized th^ir (amily (hayiBg what was 
sufficient to support a genteel indepe|id^- 
cy) when offered^ refused to accept theip.?— 
They sould no oilier emplumef^t from their 
public services, than the approbation of 
their cons^tuenrs, and to merit the applause 
of the virtuous. The ifamiiy was not less 
emihent for their military capacity and abil- 
ities, being equally brave ana hun^ane : by 
their valour they acquired the esteem of 
^beir superiors, ai^d for their tender care of, 
and mild behaviour to those under their 
comqaand, they were b<^loved by their infe- 
riors. Of this family it might be truly sai4> 
that all the male issue was wise and Valiant, 
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took a house at the court end of the towiii 
which he ele^^tlf furnished, set up his 
equipage, and lived in a gay and splendid 
manner: He soon fell into the fashionable 
vices of the town, and was generally engagjed 
in some act of intemperance or debauchery. 
In the summer season, he usually made a 
visit to th^ manor-house, and defiled a place, 
which had ever been sacred to chastity and 
temperance, with his drunken and debauched 
companions, whom he brought with him 
from town. In one of these scenes of riot, 
he was drawn in to promise marriage to an 
infamous prostitute, which the next day, 
stupified with intemperance, he performed. 
This deed filled up the measure of his fol- 
lies, and brought him to an immature death. 
His marriage (which may be easily suppos- 
ed) did not lessen, but increase, his licen- 
^ousness ; he was led into every excess by 
his wife, and he became abandoned to all 
manner of wickedness, no sin escaped him. 
She, fortunately for my father, died a few 
months after the nuptials .My uncle con- 
'tinned his vicious course, was, within the 
year after her death, seized with a violent 
lever, which terminated an infamous and in- 
(glorious life, just as he was going to fnort- 
gag^ the remainder of the family estate^ 
My fether, who succeeded to the estate, 
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had the advantage* of a good educationi un* 
der his uncle the clergyman^ who took plea- 
sure in cultivating^ and improving the natu- 
ral parts of his nephew, A^ter having 
gonethrpugh the necessary forms of educa- 
tion« he was sent to one of the universities, 
to complete his studies, where, by his sober 
' and studious behaviotkr, he acquired the es- 
teem of hjis superiors, and was assured of 
their friendship. After seven year's resi- 
dence, he was obliged to quit the tmiversi- 
ty, his brother dying, and to commence far- 
mer, the portion left him through his brotli- 
er's profligacy, being small, though admit- 
ting of improvement. 

It was not long, after he had been settled 
in his farm, before he was married to a cler- 
gyman's daughter in the neighbourhood, the 
agreeable Miss B. not more amiable for the 
beauty of her person, than the accomplish- 
ments of her mind. His acquaintance with 
hjsr was, from visiting the family ; the 
friendship began in youth, loire perfected.— 
There was no diflBcqlty in obtaining the con- 
sent of her parents, who had beheld with 
pleasure the intimacy between them, and re- 
joiced at the happy union. Within two 
years after the marriage, my mother's pa- 
rents died. 

The consequence of matrimony was a nu- 
merous offspring, who were brought uoin a 
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geQteel and useful manner. The liberal ed- 
ticatibn of ourikther^ and a small, but well 
chosen library, were adrantages that few, in 
our station of life, are blessed with. Our 
parents were mpre solicitous to improve and 
refine the understanding, than to adorn and 
set off the person : knowing that the latter 
only rendered us pleasing and agreeable to 
others, but the former would prove a rejil 
and permanent benefit to ourselves. We 
were taught how to manaj^e a family before 
we became mistress of one, and to be able 
to give to, not receive instructions from 
servants. We read every evening in such 
books as made us iviser ai^d better, and 
were not permitted any that bad a tendency 
to corrupt and debauch our morals, bowever 
amusing and entertaining. 

Hovr unlike this conduct to the prevail- 
ii)ig method of educating youth, by which the 
se^, weak in nature, not capacity, is made 
weaker by the parents neglect of the culture 
of the nlind, to give a gracefulness to the 
person ? This grand error is principally ow- 
ing to the vanity of the age, in wliich gaiety 
in dress passes for meriti and a genteel 
carriage is taken for good sense. The ac- 
complishments laboured after ar,e those of 
the agreeable, not thjc useful, which serve 
to adorn and ornament the person, liot re- 
fine and polish the manners. Accomplish- 
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tnents these, which will diminish and ex- 
hausty not increase, nor preserve. a fortune*. 
The so much admired elegance of taste and 
dress after marriage, is found to be empty , 
and extravagant ; and a state designed, by 
Providence and Uie parties proposed, to be a 
blessing, proves a curse, and terminates, as 
many families have unhappily experienced^ 
in discontent, poverty, and aversion » 

How often are the fortune and private 
happiness of a family sacrificed to support 
the pride of oiic who hath nothing but a pret- 
ty face to recommend hePf whilst the pos- 
sessor of real merit ^nd substantial worth is 
neglected, often despised ? To aggrandize 
the former, the rest of the children must be 
reduced to the necessity of acquiring by la- 
bour and service, what they had a right to 
expect by inheritance. 

It was different in our family ; we lived, 
we lovedf as brethren should, but as few 
brethren do. The only preference given, by 
our parents, was to those who behaved the 
best. I, who was by much the handsomest 
of the daughters, had not any peculiar res<> 
pect shewn me ; neither did I set any value 
, upon my beauty, or treat my sisters with the 
least disdain for that superiority of nature, 
and my dress was the same with theirs, plain 
and neat. 

When any person (which frequently hap- 
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pened) commended my beauty, my .fkther^ 
usual reply was, <' She is a good girl, and 
that is her merit: her goodness may last 
forever) but every day diminishes something 
of the value of beauty ; the comeliness cd 
the most amiable and engaging form, like 
the rose, 90on goes off, and decays. A few 
years, said he, changes the aspect and fea- 
tures, so that, like to an ancient city iii ruins, 
little will remain tQ shew what was the glo- 
ry and pride of its inhabitants. Its exist- 
ence« like to certs^in anini^ls, is but for 9 
day ; it is an abject fit only to entertain the 
sight, and the pleasure it affords, is like to 
those imaginary and momentary joys exhib- 
ited in dreams, whichi when awake, end 
either in disappointment or false satisfac- 
tion . The virtues of the soul qnly are aniia* 
ble and la9ting; frpni which alone she i^ to 
eixpect anj real imd solid good." Suqh 
Sayings were common with my father, and 
were of singular use, sinpe they taught us to 
{puad our merit, not upon ^y a:dvantages of 
nature and person, but the virtuous endo\f- 
ments of the mind. 

We lived in the greatest hannpny ap^ 
love, evqry one happy, till the f&Ul day, wKen 
I with my brothers and ^i^terif, a,s iisiial, 
went to a neighbouring wake. Here we 
met with Mr. S — , who, in ps^ssini: through 
the village, alighted from his horse, and 
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joined with iis in the rural pastime of sing- 
irig iind dancing. He fixed his eyes upon 
me, iind couited my eBteem, by endeavour- 
ing to please, and presenting me with seve- 
ral little trinkets. His civility was received 
Witli ^rdperl^c'knowledgment} and I was far 
Trbm suspecting an^ base design against me. 
fie talked much, and privately, With my eld* 
tut brdther, to learn from him, a:s 1 aftei^- 
wards underat6od,who I was, what my sta- 
tion, faniily, name, and place of abode. 

Mr. S-— was ix gentleman possessed of 
many natural advantages, improved by edu- 
cation luid travel ; his judgment wais sounds 
penetration ac^te, address polite, persoti 
amiable, and Wit engaging: so that it Was 
impossible to be in his company, and no>t fof 
one sex to e^tel^m, and the oiher admire 
him. Under these excellencies, however, 
was a base heart, under' this heavenly form 
great villanies were concealed. He com- 
mended virtue, but did not practise it. Re- 
present to yourself what the most piotis and 
godly are, such he appeared to be ; inquire 
wliat the moist profligate and abandoned are, 
such he really wa^. He wall thorbug;hlj|r 
versed in intrigues, an^ too well knew whistt 
would please, allure, and captivate our sex. 
He searched in their foibles, then attacked, 
and seldom failed of accomplishing his de- 
signs on their virtue. 
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Some few days after the wake was over, 
my father received the following letter : 

Sir, 

In passing threugh the village of M. at 
their time of the waJ&e, I was agreeably sur- 
prised at the sight of your eldest daughter* 
whose person and conversation charmed and 
captivated me. She is, Sir, a fortune in her- 
self, she wants no other portion than nature 
hath bestowed and you have improved. If 
you should deem me respectable enough to 
be allied to so worthy a family by permit- 
ti^ my addresses to the young lady, you 
will promote the happiness^ of him who hopes 
to subscribe himself 

Your affectionate son, T, S. 

This letter was received by my father, and 
read to me with surprise and astonishment. 
It was then I felt sotpething like love, some 
soft emotions rising in my breast. My fath- 
er looked at me, expecting an answer, he 
being an entire stranger to the alFair of the 
wake, i, at that instant recollecting some 
tender expressions dropped, and his polite 
behaviour, replied by a blush, which seemed 
to ask" the permission of a visit. My father, 
observing my confusion (to which though I 
laboured, I was unable to conceal) instead of 
a severe rebuke, which I apprehended^ saitl^ 
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'< I hope, child, you have not been guilty of 
an indiscretion in countenancing a stranger, 
who may, on inquiy, prove unworthy of your 
affections. If he hath virtue enough, what- 
ever his wealth and power, whioh are no 
considerations with me, my consent, if you 
are desirous of having it, will folio w« since, 
your happiness will be an addition to my 
own." I answered, taking courage from so 
mild and generous an address. "Your plea- 
sure, Sir, ' is mine, and I submit myself en- 
tirely to your will, since I am fully persuad- 
ed, that as you are always ready to indulge 
me in all things lawful, so you will not op- 
pose my desire in any thuig, but what you 
imagine may prove hurtful and injurious, to 
me.*' 

My father, after consulting my mother, 
and understanding who the gentleman was, 
returned the following answer : 

"Sir, 
" I am obliged to you for the kind senti- 
ments expressed in your letter of the 1 4th 
instant. The alliance proposed is not, I 
think, consistent with your honour and in- 
terest. How would her obscurity and your 
eminence, her poverty and your wealth, her 
simplicity and your grandeur, agree ? She 
hath no other portion than her virtue, of 
small accQunt in an age of licentiousness.— 
B 
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You t^ill find it difficult to vithstaud tbQ 
raillery of your acquaintance and* fricjods, 
for marrying' a plain country g;irl ; when, b^ 
reason o^ your birth and statioo in Kfc;, you 
might have easily acquired a lady of beauty, 
understanding, and fortune. Permit me to 
request you to think no more of her, and to 
place your affections whpre they will be 
more agreeable to your fi-iends, audf io the 
endj most desirable te yourself. 
** Your humble servant, 
May 17. «S. D." 

How many would have readi^ given ad- 
mittance to the writer of the letter, ani;! 
thought an alliance to a person of Mr. 8— 's 
fortune and distincticua an honour L pa- 
rents are presumed to act for the good of 
their children, yet it oftentimes happens^ 
that they dispose of them in marriage, to 
ennoble and aggrandize their famfly, to per- 
sons for whoni thry have no affection, hard- 
ly a decent respect, if not an entire dislil^e 
and aversion* What real good, to the parent 
to have the family enriched and ennobled, if 
these things are purchased at tlie expence 
of the children's ease and happiness*? What 
isgrandeurif succeeded by domestic strife 
and variance ? How much happier those, 
who, if poor, are content ; if the world fi'own 
upon them abroad, unaSFectQd cheerfulness 
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reigns at lM>me^ who forget the cares and 
troubles of life in innocent mirth and festi* 
vity. . 

^ Though my Other's estate was small, his 
virtues were great ; he esteemed no one the - 
better than anodier for his wealth, or his 
power, too often the portion of fools anii 
knavBsi but for the goodness of his actions. 
The honest man clothed in rags, was more 
his admiration, than vice decked in embroid- 
ery^ which he held in the utmost detesta-* 
tion. Hespett and deference, in his opinion^ 
belonged, of rights onl^ to the man of strict 
probiqr and integrity, and the ' more distin- 
guished by fortune and birth, the greater 
was the obligation ta excel others in virtue 
and goodness. 

Sozne few days^ having passed, 4Vfr. S«^ 
sent his aervat^t with the following letter .^« 
my finther: 

'^iFeceived th€ favour of yours. The 
goods of fortune have been ever held, in m}r 
judgment, of the lowest estimation. The 
excolle&clesof the mind, rare to be met with 
in any condition of life, made me tho Idver* 
If so happy to engage the young lady's afTec- 
tions) and to procure the parent's consent^ 
my behaviour will convince you how lijtle I 
shall regard the censure of my relations, and 
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with what indifference I shall treat the rail- 
lery of my acquMntance. I wait your an- 
swer. 

<< Your most obedient. 
May 22. «T. S." 

After some private discourse had with my 
mother, my father went out, invited, and 
conducted him in. The usual compliments 
being over, the conversation turned upon 
nie. My father began, <', Though, Sir, by 
the style of your letter, and appearance, you 
are the gentleman, you will allow it to be 
both prudent and discreet in the parent, be- 
fore he gives his consent, in a matter of such 
interesting importance to the future welfare 
and happiness of his child, since you have 
but lately come into these parts, to know 
who you are, what your fsimily artd ccmnex- 
ions, and what is of more consequence than 
either, where is your particular residence 
in town, that I may make the necessary in- 
Kjuiry into your character. My satisfaction 
in this particular will compensate for any 
deficiency in the others, and without it, how- 
ever wealthy and powerful, your application 
will be fruitless, and you must desist from 
any farther visits,*' 

Mr. S— modestly replied, "Your re- 
quests, Sir, are prudent and just, and it will 
be a pleasure to me to give you the satisfcc-p 
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tioft teamed, which, I ftatter myself, after 
the fAOSt stfict enquiry, you will receive.— 
Our family have been knights of the ship© 
for Homersef ^hire for many years $ I am the 
only sen and heir to theiir vast estate; we 
tite Cotinected, by marriage, to the best fam- 
ilies in the kingaom^ and my residence is in 
Grosvenor-Square.*' 

My father took down the answer in wri* 
tmg, saying) he had some knowledgi^ of the 
family he had mentioned, by reading, but im- 
posters being frequent, he must excuse him 
if he doubted. If he should prove to be the 
person he declared himself, h6 might have 
froe access to his house upon the honoura*- 
ble tetms he had mentioned, of which he 
should have the earliest notice. Mr. S— 
entirely approved of these proceeding^, de- 
siring my father that he Would be expedi- 
tiotts in his inquir^y ; which he promised. 

Myfather was highly pleased and enter- 
tained with the sensible remarks of Mr. S— 
Vvhd dined with us, and then took his feave^ 
of the family, with a promise of a retufii, af- 
ter the enquiry. When he was gone,, the 
whole family"spoke greatly in favour of Mr. 
— , not one was silent in his praise ^ and 
they joined with me, in pressing my father 
to set out for London the next day, which 
he, ever ready to oblige his familv, f^id. ^ 
B 2 



18 Farmei*^s Daughter. 

If my father was pleased beforCf at the ub- 
derstanding of Mr. S— ^,he w^snow charmed 
at the amiableness of his character. So far 
from being a bad man, that he was free, 
even from the suspicion of guilt. From his 
exemplary life he was high in esteem ivith 
the rich; beloved by the poor, whom he of- 
ten and liberally relieved ; and the trades* 
men in the neighbourhood bestowed on him 
the greatest encomiums, for his punctuality 
and regularity in his payments. But alas i 
all this was hypocrisy, (too much the reli- 
gion of the times,) a mere shew of good- 
ness : he was, what is called, a private sin- 
ner. In places the most distant from his 
dwelling, not visited by any of his acquaint- 
ance, and of secrecy certain, he gave a loose 
to his desires, and no one so debauched and 
intemperate, as my father, too lat^ for me, 
discovered. 

Rejoicing at the agreeable intelligence, 
my father hastened into the country. No 
sooner did he arrive, but he wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to Mr. S— . 

"Sir, • 

" I am just returned from town, where I 
have received the satisfaction required.— 
If you continue in the same mind, as from 
your character I ani convinced of your in- 
tention being honourable, you are permitted 
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to reneyrj and continue your visits^ and . if 

you engage the aJfTections of the daughter, 

you may rest assured of the father's cdnsent. 

Your humble servant, 

June 1. .S.D." 

Upon the receipt •f this letter, Mr. S—- 
came early next morning, and continued his 
visits daily, and was considered as one of the 
hxxdlf. We were frequently alone, when 
he would entertain me with discourses of the 
sincerity of his passion, and he seemed to 
speak the language of his heart. His beha- 
viour was modest, never uttering an inde- 
cent expression, nor offering any rudeness, 
notwithstanding our freedom and familiari- 
ty. He exclaimed with great warmth and 
indignation against those villians, who, tak- 
ing, an advantage of the weakness of our 
sex, by promises of never-ceasing love, steal 
their affections, deceive them, and, having 
deprived them of their virtue, leave them to 
infamy and disease. Such conversation was 
extremely agreeable, and confirmed me in 
my opinion of Mr. S— *s virtue, and his love 
forme. 

After a few week's visiting in this man- 
ner, the sister of Mr. S — came into the 
country, to see him ; m appearance a mo- 
dest, sensible and discreet young lady, very 
agreeable and entertaining in her conversa- 
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tion. There needed no apology for intro- 
ducing her to the family, so amiable a per- 
son could not fail of being acceptable. Her 
temper was so free and easy, that she soon 
gained my confidence, and I communicated 
to^her^ without the least reserve, the secrets 
ef my soul, and the excessive passion I had 
for her brother ; little imagining that I cher- 
ished a viper in my bosom, and under the 
mask of friendship my ruin was to be accom- 
plished. 

About a' fortnight after her coming, the 
day of marriage was fixed, and great prepa- 
rations were making for the solemnization. 
Mr. S — , in the mean time, was setting o«t 
oil a journey into Somersetshire, to pay a vi- 
sit to his friends and relations, and to com- 
municate his intended nuptials. The day 
before he set out, he rode over to my fatlier's, 
and entreated him to permit me to be /Nlritk 
his sister till his return, which >Yould be with 
the utmost expedition. The request being 
reasonable, was granted- 

The next morning Mr. S — , seemingly 
with greiit reluctance, the most sincere ex- 
pressions of his affection, and the mdst ten- 
der embraces (which lovers, who are used to 
deceive, abound with) took his leave and pro- 
ceeded on his ]<)urney. 

The deparjLure of Mr. S — , gave me no 
*^mall concern^ for though his love was bas^ 
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and designings, mine was chaste and honest. 
Mis sister was not wanting* in words of con- 
solation, saying, '< How unfortunate it was* 
that so loving a pair should suffer the unea- 
siness of a moment's separation, and-—.'* 
Here she was stopped by the sudden and un- 
expected return of Mr. S— , in a post chaise, 
who had been thrown from his horse, was 
much bruised and wounded. The sight of 
his blood terribly frightened me, and, lik6 
one frantic, I rah, not knowing what I did^ 
into his arms, and clasping him round, cried 
in the most affectionate manner, <^ How is 
my dear? Say, how happened this misfor- 
tune? What is your hurt ? Where is your 
pain ?'* He replied, " Enfolded in these 
arms, I feel, my love, no pain ; this precious 
balm (saluting me) will soon recover me^ 
and heal my wounds.'* 

He was immediately put into bed» and an 
express was dispatched to my father, to ac« 
quaint him of this melancholy accident ; 
which when related, affected the whole fami- 
ly with the deepest concern. In the inte- 
rim, the surgeon, who had been sent for (a 
servant of Mr. S — ^'s, a pander to his infa- 
mous lust, dre'ssed like a gentleman) came ; 
and after having ex|Lmined him, pronounced 
him (a niost joyful hearing) oiit of danger, 
but ordered him to be kept still) for fear o£ 
a fever. 
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Whcii my father came, after somfe words 
of condolence ha^ passed^ I requested that t 
might stay to asisist Mr S— *s sister, in the 
recovery of her brother's health, and of a 
person so dear and so valuable to me, and to 
9ur i^mily The request was readily grant- 
ed by my £aLther« who added, " Well, Sir, if 
love and esteem can dd any thing towards a 
cure, your re'coveiry will be soon effected by 
two such ntirses." Mr. S— smiled* and my 
fkther left him, sending every day to know 
how he did, and oftentimes coming himself. 

His sister and 1 generally sat up every 
other night. Notwithstanding his indisposi- 
tion, the hours seemed to pass pleasantly 
away, love being the principal subject of our 
conversation, and frequent wishes for the 
day, when our happmess would be com- 
pleted. One night, when he had entered 
deeply into these matters, and reason waB 
Absorbed in love, he, who had been long . 
long watching the favourable opportunity of 
gratifying the base design upon my honour, 
said, " My dear, why should we protract the 
bliss, which we so ardently wish to enjoy;** 
I stood amazed and confounded at his say- 
ing. He drew me towards him, and decla- 
ted, with the most solemn vows, his sinceri- 
ty. • I endeavoured to release myself, and 
called out for help, but In vain, for he clasp- 
ed me in his arms and prevented me. He 
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solicitC4)i I denied f he pFonused^ I trem- 
bled; he vowed, I believed. 

ErQthe guilty ac^ne was clased^my con- 
scijCQce sxnote me: and when the guilt; 
scene vf^s olosed, acHHetbing from within 
told me that I had done wrong, Q! what 
trouble and sorrow did \ feel at heart I The 
inind,^ before calna and serene, was now reat- 
less and disturbed. My innocence^ nevet 
to bc^ restored, was no more, and happiness, 
es^changed for misery. I would have given 
thp world to be myself again> and to have 
^covered my lost virtue. 1 stood motioxi- 
less, with shame and grie^. when- his sidter 
coijning inland learning the cause of my con- 
tusion, instead ofpltying and commiseratu^, 
smiled at my misfortune, and.complonent^d 
VDfi on the ^leasinK surrender, as she term- 
ed it. " For> my dear, it i* only anticipating 
the ceremony, and you heed not be under 
the l^astapprehension> after so many solemn 
assujranees given^ of the sincerity of Mr. 
S — *s passioB." Willi that saying Ke came 
forward, and with a seeming tremour on hi& 
spirits, censured an,d reproached himself for 
Uie rashnesa of the action, wholly ascriblng^ 
it. to the violence of his. i>assion ; wbichi, 
nbtwithslanding what had happened, he as- 
sured me, was not lessened, but heightened;, 
and to convince me of it, he would marry 
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mcj bv a special licence, previous to the pub' 
lie solemnization. 

This promise afforded sc^me relief to my 
troubled mind, as it would conceal my 
shame, though it could not excuse the crime 
I had committed. I went to bed supperFe&s, 
but no rest could I take ; conscious guilt 
kept me awake, and reilectiop upon my past 
folly, and the fear of its discovery, made me 
almost mad. The behaviour of his pious 
and modest sister astonished me, who, in- 
stead of condemning, approved the deed ; 
instead of being enraged at, was delighted 
with it. This consideration led me to a sus- 
picion, that he would, notwithstanding his 
fair and specious promises, deceive and 
abandon me to all the horrors of shame and 
guilt. With these and the like melancholy 
reflections, the solitary night passed away in 
tears of grief. 

His sister came the next morning to my 
chamber, and invited me down to breakfast 
in her brother's apartment, which I entered 
with a dejected and sad countenance, and 
sat down in silent sorrow. " My love, said 
Mr. S — , be not sorrowful and cast down, I 
expect the license and the clergyman about 
noon! when I hope you will be satisfied, 
that though my passion was violent, tl>e de- 
sign was not base. May I be^ the most 
wretchedof beings, whilst living, and when 
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dead, the most accursed hereafter, if I even 
purpose to deceive thee. Look not then 
virith such coolness on me.'* I, unpractised 
in love's false arts, was easy of belief, but 
my heart was too full of sorrow to make any 
reply. 

I bad neither inclination, nor appetite to 
eat, I was so trouble in mind. Breakfast 
being over, I took a walk in the garden, 
where every thing, I fancied, reminded me 
of my lost innocence. The flowers seemed 
to have no fragrancy, and the blooming rose 
faded at, my touch. As I wlis entering into 
an arbour to meditate on my wretched con- 
dition, a servant came to acquaint me, that 
Mr. S — requested my presence in the par- 
lour, adding, " The clergyman is come." 

I followed, with hasty steps, and in a few 
minutes, to all appearance, we were mar- 
ried. , •* 

This ceremony removed every suspicion, 
and released me from my fears. We now 
agreed to live together, like married people, 
with this restriction, that we. would aVoid 
familiarity before any of the family, lest we 
might be suspected. 

About ten days passed away in this man- 
ner, when, one evening, after supper, he 
told me, that if agreeable to me, he would fix 
a day, in the follpwing week, for our public 
marriage j which being approved of, he sent 
C 
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JimmedifKte notice thereof to mf fatbcri 
»rhom he 4eured to accompany him the next 
day, to take out^ the licenae, as I was under 
Age. My father accordkigly came, expres- 
sed great joy at the approaching nuptials, 
and went home fully satisfied of my happi- 
ness, from the (sourteous and polite beha- 
viour of Mr S*-^ towards him, and the ten<- 
derness and Mfection he shewed to me. 
The wedding was to be kept at my father's, 
and great preparations were made, the 
neighbouring geptry being invited. 

Twodays before the wedding day, Mr. S-r- 
after breakfast,,proposed an airing, the first 
after his feigned indisposition, having the 
night before sent off all his valuables and 
luggage in a waggon. This proposal was 
cheerfully consented to by me, thinking it 
would contribute to the recovery of hh 
health. We went into the coach, the win- 
dpw blinds having been drawn up for fear of 
his taking cold. 

When we were seated, two more horses 
were added to the qarriag^, and the coach- 
man received orders not to stop ^t any 
place After travelling three or four, hours, 
I said, " When, my dear, shall we stop? — 
Where are we agoing, for we seem to be 
Qrove at a great rate?"— -"We are not far 
from hom^ said Mr. S-— . We are taking 
a circuit, and the hills make it seem long 



and^ tedious ; & little patieA^e, my love, ^nd 
vft shall b^ at Our joumey'B end/' In lesi 
than two hours, the coach shook and jolfecl 
80 much) that I was afrmd . of being oter- 
turned, aiiid hearing strange voices on each 
side of the coach, 1 was teifrified with the 
apprehension of robbers, Mr. S-;-., to dissi* 
pate my fears, let down the blind, when, to 
Aiy astonishment, I found myself at aii inn^ 
and upon alighting, inquired the name of th« 
place, i was answered, with a smile at my 
ignorance, it is called, madam, London. 

We were shewn a roomt into which I 
had scarcely entered, when I fainted away.*>«^ 
tJ|)OB my ]fecovery, Mr. 8— assured me^ 
the design of coming to town was, that I 
might please myself with patterns of silk fof 
suits of clothes, atld to buv some laces and 
jewelsj suitable to niy station in life, the ap- 
pearance I was to make on Aiy wedding day^ 
and the visits Xo be returned after it. This 
dissipated my fears, and after a little re-^ 
freshmentfhe handed me into a superb char- 
iot in waiting, which, after having purcha^ 
ced a great variety of things mentioned, car- 
rying us to a large and elegant house iti 
* Broad-Street, prepared for my reception. 

Th* next day I arose early, expecting the 
coach and six to carry us into the country. 
But bow confounded was 1 when Mr. S— 's 
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si^er acquainted me, that her brother had 
put off his journey, and had written to my 
father concerning our marriage in the coun- 
try; adding, that this being his resolution, 
»he should take her leave^ as we were tiow 
happily and comfortably settled, and set out 
to-morrow on her return to Somersetshire. 
I could make no answer for some time ; at 
last, bursting into a flood of tears, I ssdd,— - 
" O madam, do not leave me a stranger in a 
strange place ; without your company I 
shall be comfortless, having no one to whom 
I can communicate my thoughts or converse 
with but yourself; stay, at least, till I have 
contracted some acquaintance, 'till I can send 
for a sister to town, to be my companion." 
I pity your condition, replied Miss S«— , but 
his orders for my leavi^ig town are absolute, 
and I must comply, however disagreeable, 
xny whole subsistence depending on him, 
which you will hereafter know/* Then em- 
bracing me with great warmth, she said,— « 
<^ If I have evor done any thing to displease 
or offend you, forgive me." I hastily an- 
swered, not dresfming that she had been the 
instrument employed to effect my ruin, 
<< You want no forgiveness, for it is not in so 
good a nature to do any one the lea^t injury." 
This said, we embraced again, and she de- 
parted, to prepare, as I thought, for her jour- 
ney. 



Vtrnntr^s liaugUer. 29 

She was a youn^ wtthian of a reputable 
{amity} as I founds in the city, who had beea 
seduced frt>m het teiattons by Mr. S— , oil 
whom he had liiade a handsome aettlemetity 
on this vile and irlfainous conditio!), that she 
Would, upiin obcasioh, repfesetit his sist^rv 
and be assisting to hiin in Ms intrigues, to 
debauch the innocent and Unwary. He be- 
came acquainted with her at a city ball.— 
Af these enteriaibments the youth of both 
sexes indiscrithkiately meet, and little in- 
quii7 is made into the character of the per- 
sons admitted ; the appearance, if decent, 
being sufficient to constitute the gentleman, 
and to procure his admission. At these en* 
lertainmehts freedoms, though innocent, are 
permitted, which do not comport with tlmt 
renerved behavior the yoiing ladies are ob* 
liged to observe at home, and ati acquaint-' 
anceis bf^en contracted, which reflects tin 
injury on their character, if nothing worse 
happens to their person. 

How unsuitable to her station and circiim- 
stahces in life, is the city miss's education. 
Instead of being taught good housewifery, 
how to bring up and manage a family, she ia 
bred up in the air and taste of quality ; she 
is taught to sit)|;-^to play-^to dance--<-to talk 
Frenoh— ^to shine at a play, or an operay 
even to vie With Indies of the first distinc- 
C 2 
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tion, in finery. What must be the conse- 
quence of this vanity ? If her fortune and 
discretion are not equal to her pride, slie 
will sacrifice her virtue to support the lat- 
ter and become the mistress of some vicious 
lord, or else she must bemoan her virginity 
all the days of her life ; since a superior 
will not match with her, and one of equal 
condition avoids her, knowing that such 
connexion must terminate in beggary and 
ruin. Thus, through the extravagance of 
females in dress, and the dearness of the 
necessaries of life, a considerable check is 
given to matrimony, and keeping becomes 
unavoidable. 

Upon Mr. S— :*s return home to dihner, 
I mentioned the discourse of his siste|: ; he^ 
smiling, ani^wered, "It is very, true, »td 
since we were married, it is of little conse- 
quence where we live, cither in town or 
country;'* adding, " I have written to your 
father, earnestly requesting his leave for 
some of the family to come to town." I was 
well pleased at this declaration, hoping the 
best, yet suspecting the worst. What in- 
creased my suspicion was, after a month's 
residence in town, I heard nothing from the 
oountiy, he continually amused me with 
daily expectation of their arrival, Or divert- 
ing an enqtfiry by the public entertainments. 
What further increased my suspicion was, 
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not being visited by any family though I fre- 
quently went to the play) and conversed 
there with several persons, both gentlemen 
and ladies ; and, what was more particular- 
ly noticed by me, he never went himself, nor 
permitted me to go to church, from which, 
except in the time of his indisposition, he 
never in the country absented. 

I was confirmed in my suspicions, that 
things were not right, by the following acci- 
dent. * I took up a resolution of visiting, 
since I could not be visited by my neigh- 
bours. I accordingly sent a card to lady 
L — , with my compliments, if not engaged I 
would wait ypon her that afternoon. The 
servant returned with this verbal message, 
that lady L — >^«hdered at my assurance, 
for sh« kept no such company. This mes« 
sage greatly surprised me, knowing Mr. 
S~ to be her superior both in birth and for- 
tune. When he came in I shewed him the 
card, and told him the answer returned^ at 
which he appeared to he highly displeased 
and incensed ; from a resentment, I judged^ 
of the treatment shewn to me, instead of an 
apprehension of a detection of his villainy. - 

A few days after this affair going into his 
cabinet, I ^ouud the license, which alarmed 
me, imagining that it had been lodged in 
th& parish church to which we belonged, 



when we were married. I carefully iTolded 
It up, and put it into my pocket) and ordered 
& chair to be got ready, I bid the servant to 
carry me to a linen draper's in the neigh- 
bourhood. After having purchased sundry 
things, I entered into some conversation 
with him, arid mentioned the ungenteel be- 
haviour of lady L— .. Having desired me to 
walk backward^ the draper replied^ ^< Madam, 
that lady's behaviour was upon the presump- 
tion of your not being married, and in the 
same opinion is the Whole neighbourhood) 
Mr. S— ^'s character being very well known 
in this part of the town.*' "What, Sir, 
saidl« somewhat in anger, do you take me to 
be his mistress ! Pray read this, and be con- 
rinced (giving the licence into his hands) 
that I am the lawful wife of Mr. S — ." He 
took it, and reading, shook his head, saying, 
** Madam, this is an old licence, obtained by 
fraud; the real names and dates are erased, 
and yotirs, as you may observe, forged; 
you will fiiid yourself, what many of your 
sex have experienced, through his wicked- 
ness, if you look Up<m him as your husband." 
At this declaration 1 swooned away, and was, 
iwth difficulty, got into the chair. 

When I got hothe, I waited, with the ut- 
ndbst impatience, Mr. S-«'s return to din- 
ner. Dinner befaig over, and the servants 
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Hiifmissed, I intreated the favour of his re- 
solving me a single question, which was, 
♦* whether I was his wife or his mistress V* 
He answered, with some indignation, ^< can 
you doubt of being the former,^ when you 
know in* v/haj^ particular manner our mar- 
riage was solemnized V to which I replied, 
" I am infornted, by Mr. T — , the draper, 
that the licence which I found in your cabi- 
net, and shewed him, and by which we wece 
married, was a forgery, and the clergyman, 
who married us, was certainly no better than 
an impostor." l^his unexpected reply con- 
fused him, when, after a little hesitation, and 
taking a turn round the room, he answered, 
" Pray, madam, do I treat you like a mis- 
tress ? Are you not in full possession of ev- 
ery thing tjiat I have ?T)o you want for any 
thing that can contribute to your pleasure 
and jour ease ? Have you not the sole com- 
mand and disposal of the house ? It would 
become you better, madam, to be grateful 
for what you have ; and I would advise you, 
as you value my happiness and your own, 
not to be too prying and inquisitive." He 
said no more, waited for no reply, and went 
out of the room in a most violent passion.—- 
This coolness confirmed the sentiments of 
the draper, and my wretched condiiion sta- 
ted me in the face. 
He spared no expence, indeed, to make 
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my life pleasant aikd agreeable- A housejy 
l^enteelly furnished; library, consisting of 
modern books in taste; plays and operas, to 
amuse and entertain ; a coach and chariot, 
with servants to attend me at all hours ; the 
most sumptuous dresses, and richest jewels, 
to adorn my person; the choicest wines, 
and most luxurious delicacies, t9 regale the 
appetite ; in short, I seemed to want fbi' 
ilothing, wheti, iti reality, I wanted for every" 
thing-— my innocence, my innocence wad 
lost' ; and could the perjured wretch have 
restored it me again, or made the right com- 
pensation for the violation of it, by a re^l 
marrage, I should have been happy. Hea-^ 
Ten would havb pardoiled the first folly, I 
should have been preserved from greater 
1^retchednes§, dnd, worst of all, from an in- 
crease of guilt. In the aibsence of Mr. S— 
the library was itiy principal delight: in 
some of the books I read of the unfortunate^ 
4tid deluded part of our sejt, Whiph drew 
tears of ^ity and commtsseration from me, 
not imagining at that time, that I sh6uld be 
pluiiged into the same, even greater dis- 
tresses, though not the same gUilt. 

I was narrowly watched, by o^der of Mr. 
S — , lest I should abscond. I should cer- 
tainly have attempted an escape, but I knew 
not where, or to whom to go ; and I dreaded' 
4 return tQ my &thei*. He behaved with Us 



Farmer^s Ifauglder. 55 

usual civiUty for about two years after t]ii3 
affair, endeavouring to keep me in igno^ 
ranee, and protesting his innocence. A^tfit 
that time he began to decline, was rless at 
home, and seemed not so fond of uiy com* 
panj. He frequently came home disordered 
in Uquor, which he knew was my detesta* 
tion,>when he insulted me with the mostap- 
pr^t^ous language, as if it wa3 notsufficie^ 
to have despoiled 'me of my innoceQcc.-^ 
He would excuse himself indeed th^ next 
day, when sober, but his intoxication was so 
often repeated, that he was lost to .all sense 
pf decency, and began to treat nie with the 
greatest indifference. Nevertheless, I was 
studious to please and humour his pervert 
temper, being careful not to commit a faultf 
or afford the least pretence fpr his brutality. 
Would the friends of the bottle reflect an 
the mischievous consequences of excessive 
drinking, they would be %ick .of it, at least be 
temperate in tjie use of it. The drunkard 
is not content wit|i murdering himself, but 
he scatters mischief all around him. His 
tongue isfuli of slander and defamation— rbiii 
eyes are inflamed and burnt with lusi-N-tiis 
ears sire open to every base and- sc^pdalous 
report — his hands are ready to commit any 
Yiol^nce^ and his feet swift to execute it^r— 
For wine hardens jiim against tfee/ear^of 
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danger, stifles remorse, renders him insen- 
sible of shame, prompts him to mean grati- 
fications, and urge^ lum on to the most cruel 
and ungenerous aetions. Mr. S — , to ex- 
cuse his drinking (tHe folly of which, when 
cool, I took the freedom of remonstrating to 
him) pleaded that there was truth in wine. 
A j ust observation. For it frequently , occa- 
sions the wine-bibbers to speak what, in 
priidence they should have carefully con- 
cealed,^nd often exposes their weakness and 
Incapacity^ which would have been for their 
interest to have continued a secret. How- 
ever successful in dissembling, when sober, 
it is nor an easy matter to play the hypocrite 
when 3runk. The more the person is dis- 
guised in liquor, the more open hia heart 
generally is ; it makes wise men appear like 
K>olS|and somewhat unluckily indeed, shews 
fools, not known to be such before, what 
^hey really are ; it takes every one off his 
guard, leaving no one the command of him-* 
self, his words, or his actions This was the 
case of Mr. 3—, who, in his fits of intempc- 
yanbe, would drop the words, <* deserting, 
keeping, complying, discharging, marrying," 
kc. \Though I understood not the meaning 
of those words, I suspected they proceeded 
from seme base scheme in agitation. I doon 
found my suspicions to be true. 



One evening he brought home a gentle- 
man* whom he called Sir John. It was late, 
and I had waited in expectation of his com- 
ing to tea. He seemed to have been drink- 
ing very feeelyt for he con Id scarce support 
himself. After they were seated, I asked 
him if he chose tea or coffee : he, with an 
wifisual air) broke the china with his cane^ 
ordered the servant to fetch a bottle of cla« 
ret, and in an imperious tone bid me begone 
immediately. I paid my respects, and with 
pleasure retired ; but had the curiosityi 
knowing that I was secure from a discove- 
ry, to listen to the conversation. Well, said 
my ^squire, am not I a man of spirit ?— -think 
you. Sir John ? who dares to treat a mis- 
tress thus I 

Sir John replied. Why, truly, no man : ?ior 
would you have dared, had iihe been your 
mistress. 

Will you bet an hundred guineas ? 

No betting, answerjed Sir John ; <h^r coun- 
tenance is too modest, aM her behaviour 
too prudent, for a kept lady ; and your man- 
ner of treating her too rude and insolent to 
be her keeper; she is certainly your wife- 
Were she your mistress^ you would have 
had the coffee-pot at your head and the ser- 
vants been ordered to kick us both out of the 
kouse i and to-morrow^ou must have pur- 
D 
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chased your peace >irith her by a preaeat of 
plate, a diamond ring^ or a piece of silk, i 
have seen enough^ Harry^ of this brutal con- 
duct in the married state, that I cannot be 
mistaken, when the best treatment hath been 
merited, but have never known or heard of 
it in the other, notwithstanding their pride 
and insolence have been Intolerable, and 
would have excused the worst behaviour. 1 
tell you, Sir John, you are mistaken : anoth- 
er time I will convince you. Would every 
gentleman observe my rule, and exert his 
superiority of nature, the ladies wou^d not be 
so presuming and insolent ; they would 
know their station better, and appear more 
in real character, by being obedient and pa- 
tient. Our superiority of nature, Harry, af- 
fords little matter of triumph, a trifling con- 
sideration, when an inferiority in virtue and 
modesty is against us. A mere compliment 
this to the sex, Sir ^ohn. A gentleman of 
your understanding must know that, in res- 
pect to virtue and vice, the sexes are upon 
an equality. Few persons are more ac- 
quainted with life than myself; and I do as- 
sure you, Harry, that I never met with a bad 
woman^ whom we, to the reproach of our 
sex, and shame of our boasted superiority, 
did not, by our example, brutal behaviour, of 
indiff«:refice, mak« bad. Let us finish the 
disagreeable subjecci Sir John/ for I am not 
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to be convinced. Mere the conversation 
ended, and I withdrew, having heard enough 
of Mr. S- — ^'s dishonesty. 

In this manner we lived a considerable 
time, wheni coming home one evening, very 
«arly and unexpectedly) to supper, being in 
great good humour, talking of this and that, 
he said, ^< Will you oblige me, my dear, 
with your company to-morrow at the opera." 
I was pleased with the opportunity uf going 
abroad, having been at no place of enter* 
tainment for some time, and much confined. 
We spent the evening agreeably, sat up late, 
and were uncommonly cheerful. Sad mirth I 
the event will shew it. We are often least 
suspicious when there is the most danger, 
and when i( is most necessary, we are the 
least upon our guard.' Little did I expect, 
tinder these professions of regard and com* 
plaisance, my destruction was concluded 
upon, and that in giving him the pleasure of 
my company, an eterniU separation was de» 
signed. 

The follo,wing evening I went, richly 
dressed, to^ the opera, and afterwards to a 
friend's house, where we finbhed the even* 
ing ; and being late, continued all night.*-** 
In the morning he rose early, and ^ after 
breakfast, pretended some urgent business, 
he left me with a promise of seeing me at 
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dinner. I wondered that the chariot returnr 
ed noty for I usuall7 took an airing every 
morning. Dinner brought up, I was under 
no little concern that he came not. Dinner 
and supper being over, no Mr. S—^ I became 
very uneasy. Whilst I was considering 
with myself, what should be the cause of his 
absence, a porter brought me the following 
billet: 

" My dearest, 
<< Be not troubled at my absence, occasion* 
ed by debates in parliament, of the most 
interesting concern to the public. The time 
IS not less tedious to me than you, till my 
return. I am obliged to keep the chariot) 
not knowing when the house will break-up. 
Tour orders will be cheerfully obeyed where 
you are, as if at home, among your own ser- 
vantsr" 

I had no suspicion of the honesty of this 
billet, knowing the house did not sometimes 
break up untif two, or three in the morning. 
But how great was my surprise, when, in- 
stead of seeing him in the morning, which I 
expected, I received this short, but melan- 
choly note, by the same porter. . 

<'Madam« 
^< I am obliged to leave the town imme£-. 
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atelyi my afifairs being in some confusion. 
You must not expect to see me againi nor 
can you return to your former habitatioui 
the house and furniture being in the pos- 
session of my creditors^ You need not doubt 
of civil treatment where you are« if you com- 
ply with their request, and I think you need 
not be delicate and nice in the affair, havipg 
been kept by, 

Yours, E{c. T. S." 

Upon readmg the note, I broke out into 
the following exclamation. O cursed ^I- 
lain ! was it not base enough to deceive me, 
but you must add to thy treachery, cruelty, 
by deserting me in so shameful a manner, 
and leaving me in so vile and infamous a 
place with the most abandoned and profli- 
gate of our sex. Unable to. calm that hurry 
of spirits, which his cruel desertion, and the 
^ reflection upon my present distressed situa- 
tion occasioned, I fainted, and was with great 
difficulty recovered. Up^n piy recovery I 
found myself alone, with one of th'e old lady's 
supposed daughters, the rest of the family 
haying withdrawn, company coming iti— • 
Pray miss, said I, what sort of a house is 
thisf What 18 the business carried on in it ? 
What is the profession of the lady, your mo- 
ther? She answered me with a deep sigh, 
D 2 
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Alas '. madaniy I have no mother.^ I was at 
the age of fifteen seduced by a pretended 
lover, and my beauty, which repeated acts of 
intemperance and debauchery have now al- 
most effaced, the joy and pride of my pa* 
rents> proved my ruin and occasioned their 
immature death. l*hey entertained expect- 
ations superior. to my merit, and on that ac- 
count, my dress and appearance were above 
my condition and circumstances in life. I 
frequented every place of public resort, by 
which I acquired a gay turn of mind, and an 
extravagant passion for pleasure, which ter- 
minated in the loss of my honour in this in- 
famous house, the mart of lewdness and de- 
bauchery, where innocence and beauty are 
doomed to infamy and disease. I will not, 
continued she, offend your chaste ears to 
mention the various scenes of iniquity and 
lust exhibited in this place. I hope you 
will have virtue enough to refuse, slnd cou- 
rage enough not to he intimidated by threats, 
to comp^ly with the terms that will be propo- 
sed to yoii. May heaven preserve you from 
my wretchedness and guilt ! This said* she 
left the Voom.— Unhappy young woman, said 
I, if the deluded sufler so much distress, 
what must their seducers feel ! But, alas : 
they may revel and riot in debauchery and 
drunkenHCss, and still support their charac- 
ter, whilst poor woman, for on^ false step, 
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is condemned b]r her own sex, forsaken by 
her friends, and abandoned to profligacy* 
^ I refused for some dme, to take any noU' 
rishment, abandoned myself to grief and sor- 
row.! Iwa[a roused from this situation by 
the mistress of the house, who told me, 
" that I must cease my lamentations, and 
dr^ up my teaVs, and think of doing some- 
thmg to provide for myself for she could 
not afforil to maintain, and keep roe, for 
nothing." Had I been at a loss to know the 
meaning of these words, her husband, who 
came up, explained them to me, sayingi 
with an impudent face and vile tongue^— 
" Madams you must cither commence pros- 
titute, and join company with your sisters 
below stairs, or immediately turn out.'' I 
did not hesitate in determining what to do, 
though shocked at the proposal. I still had 
so much virtue left, to give the preference 
to the latter, judging that my jewels, Sec. 
which were valuable, would, by the sale of 
them, enable me to put myself in the haber- 
dashery, or millenary wky. Upon hearing 
my resolution, a coach was sent for; I got 
uito it, and ordered the man to drive te^ 
Broad-street. When I came there, I found 
the servants all gone, and the ifurniture of 
the house selling by auction. Not less 
shocked at the sight, than by the sudden re- 
verse of f9rtune> I fainted. By the assist- 
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ance of the persom present) and some harts- 
horn, my spirits weve recotered. 

I then ordered the coaehman to drive to a 
jeweller's in the Strand^ who had some know- 
ledge of my person, and of whom the trink- 
ets in my possession were bou|;ht. I was 
set down at the house, and finding him at 
home, mentioned my distress, said vfky de- 
sign, by the help of the jewels, to put my- 
self in some way of business. He readily 
recollected me, and invited me into hisbac^ 
parloar ; when looking upon the jewels, he 
shook his head. This surprised me, think- 
ing it arose from a concern for my unhappy 
condition ; but how ^great was my astonish- 
ment, when he said, ^* Madam, I sold you 
diamonds, but these are no better than 
Frenchpaste ; the gold repeating watch. Sec. 
you had of me was worth about one hundred 
•^ineas; this being pinchbeck, is in v^lue 
about seven ; for your ear-rings, necklace, 
stomacher, Sec. I received about four hund- 
red pounds ; for these I cannot allow you 
more than thirty." 

After recovering^ from the confusion this 
declaration occasioned, I took my leave for 
the present, and bid the coachman drive to 
Mr — *s before whom I laid open the whole 
affair, and my suspicion of the robbery. He 
heard me with attention, and then told me he 
would grant me a warranty but it would be 
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very difficult to prove a robbery, or even an 
exchange) becaute I had never b^en out of 
the room ; adding further, that he suapect<- 
ed me, notwithstanding the modest, but art- 
ful simplicity of my looks, that I was a cheaf, 
for he was sure of my being a ■» because 
the place mentioned was the most infamous 
---*->- house in town. This enraged me,^Rd 
with some warmth I replied, ^'That his 
worship ongbt to afbrd protection to the in- 
nocent and the distressed. Farther, I told 
him^ that I was Mr, 8— *'s wife, who was 
gone into the country upon business. 

Now, said he, you have convinced me that 
you realljr are what I suspected you to be« 
Mr. S-^is married, to the great joy of that 
ancient and worthy famUji, and left that wo- . 
man, whom you acknowledge yourself to be* 
whose prodigality, pride, and extravagance, 
would have terminated in the ruin of his 
estate, and the dishonour of his family. It 
is on his account I dismiss you, and not send 
you, which I can and ought to do, to bride- 
well. This lenity, madam, remember you 
owe to your past connexion. 

How just and impartial this gentleman in 
the administration of public justice, in coun- 
tenancing a vice, by not punishing the guil- 
ty, when m his power I To cure an evil you 
must strike at the root. To suppress ticeh- 
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out of his h»use, lest, being seen, I should 
injure his reputation. I got into the co^ch, 
and was drove to Monmouth-street, where 
the gay lady of the manor was quickly 
changed into the decent chambermtdd. Ha- 
ving purchased things useful and necessary 
to my present station in life, I put them in- 
to a box, and was carried to my lodging, 
which was clean and neatf though poor and 
mean. 

I took in plain work for the present sup- 
port, proposing tq get into a genteel service. 
For this purpose I entered my name in a 
ixgister office, the asylum of the unfortunate 
and worthless, from whence good charac- 
ters are easier to be purchased, than procu- 
ed, or merited. It was not long before I 
was strongly recommended, by^^^rsons who 
had never seen me, to a merchant, to wait 
upon a lady, with the character of a sober 
and good servant. The simplicity of my 
looks, and modest behaviour, strengthened 
* the recommendation : I was accordingly ta- 
ken into the family. I soon discovered my 
master to be a libertine. I had scarce been 
two months at my place, before he attempt- 
ed to bribe me, by offering me several pre- 
sents, which I refused to accept with the ut- 
most disdain, to induce me to a compliance 
with his base designs. My former polluted 
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life t always reflected upon with horror, and 
resolyed never to repeat the detested act. I 
sincerely repented of my past folliesy and 
Heaven, I hope, will forgive them. My 
mistress was amiable and lovely in her per- 
son, of an obliging and forgiving temper, 
and possessed of every qualification requi- 
site for the happiness of this married state. 
She was no stranger to my master's intrigue- 
ing spirit, having sevef ely suffered for it, 
and therefore kept a watchful eye over himi 
and her servants Finding that he could 
not prevail by corrupting me, he was re- 
solved upon forcing me to his lewd purpo- 
ses. One day, being in my mistress's cham- 
ber, making the bed, my master, supposing 
her to be gone out, came in, and, after some 
entreaties, proceeded to violence, on which 
1 immediately cried out for help, when my 
mistress, to his surprise, bein^ in the next 
room, came in, and, after havmg severely, 
though justly reproached him" for his low 
behaviour, which he little regarded, bid me, 
whose resistance deserved a better treat- 
ment, to pack up my things, and quit the 
house directly. To reply was useless, to 
obey necessary, lest jealousy should Imve 
suggested something worse. 

Had I been an ignoi^ant, poor country 
wench, how easy would it have been for my 
master to have succeeded in his attempt-«- 
E 
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If his rhetoric had failed; a present ii^ould 
have t>revailed,andl should hare thoufht 
it an honour to share mth thy mistress in the 
iove and esteem of her luisband— 

What do such yillains deserve, who, in- 
fiftead of instruicting, seduce the Ignorant ; 
instead of affording protection to the poor, 
use their poverty as the instrument to ef- 
fect their ruin 1 

I procured a lodging at a chahdler's shop ; 
vrhere, having occasion to lay out a liule 
more n(ioney than I had received for vrages, 
i had recourse to my purse, which seemed 
to be very light ; upoi^ opening it, I found, 
to my mexpressible concern, jdo more than 
ten guineas left in it, the rest having been 
borrowed by my friend the coachman^ . Who, 
though a poor man, had valued himself much 
upon his reputation. I ret^ved to put Up 
with the loss, since I believed it would be in 
vain to make the inquiry, and I nas not wil- 
ling to ventui^e again in the presence of a 
justkeof the peace. 

Having entered my name at the accus- 
tomed office, in less than ten days I was re- 
commended to the family of a reputable 
tradesman, for an upper servant. I went, 
vkh the former good character, was appro^ 
vedof, and hired. My master was a very 
piou5^ godly man, never missed the meeting 
on tjit^ l4ord'8 day, had a cold dinner always 
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on t^att 6ay, tluit his serrants mig;ht atteii4 
diyiii9 »crTice, and cunstanUy every night 
the w^kole family were called togetheri fbr» 
an hour, to prayer and to paalm singing.— r 
MQStof the assembly were so &tigued with, 
thpdaijy work, that ttjey had much rather 
have i>e^n excused ; so heavy to slumber and 
sijeept wer^ they, that they could neither pray 
with the spirit, nor the understanding, and 
generally answered amen with a yawn. 

i lia4, not been long in the house, before I 
f^und myself in the situation of Susanna of 
gld, «|fd my l)[iaster, and his brother, Mfho 
liy^d mith him, to have all the seeming picf; 
tyiaadyiciousnessof the two elders. Each 
of Uif ni; Jbad ca^^ a wishful look ti^n me; 
the oiiittrs^rd sanctity serving as a veil to the 
Iv^ raging within. The soUcitatipn to sin 
fir9i|i such pious souls, amazed and shocked 
mef,; apd such base hearts, lodged under 
sU|p.b godly , countenances, had wc^U nigk 
nia^. me a convert to infidelity. I resisted 
ti^e^r importunities, and upbraided them for 
thc^* viic hypocrisy— for tbeir pleadings of 
i^ature-, against the feelings of diyinis grace* 

Mf m,aster's brother, to convince i^e that 
li^e meant not to desert and expose me^ and 
tp. %ssure me of the reality and aincc^rity of 
Ids a^ectii^n, produced a deed signeid, where- 
in ^ h$^^ aottlpd a hundred a year tipon n^e 
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for life, and proposed to keep me at a coun- 
try house, near town, with a servant. Great 
temptations these, for poverty and obscurity 
to contend with and surmount ! I answered 
the proposal, in saying, <^ Sir, you are mista- 
ken in the person. I dare be honest, though 
poor and friendless ; and^ believe me, I shall 
never purchase a subsistence at the price of 
my shame.'' 

My master would frequently feign an in- 
disposition, that he might have better oppct- 
tunities of disclosing his passioniand at- 
tempting my virtue. He also vowed tie ut- 
most secrecy, and constancy ; and to^duce 
me to a compliance with his base purpose, 
promised, after the decease of his wiife, who 
was old and infirm, to marry me ; and, in the 
mean time, he would provide a genteel ^anil 
retired lodging for ,me near the neighbour>- 
hood I answered.him by saying, '^ That he 
had seen nothing in my behaviour, since I 
had been in the family, which could persuade 
him that my principles were loose and dis- 
honest ; that it would betray the confidence 
placed in nie, and be the basest in|;ratitude, 
lor the many singular marks of her esteem 
and regard, for me to think of, much more to 
act, so dishonourable a part by her." I re- 
commended to him to consider how incon- 
sistent such a proposal was with his piety 
and devotion, and that he should endeavour 
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tQ be the chi^iactiBr he personated. As I 
fptf^^ it >TQ«W be in vaum to combat with 
tli^^JEi hol^ mpp, who were resolyed on their 
lu«)tfal i^r^tification I quitted the service, to 
Hip disappQijAtment of their lusty ^n4 the jpre- 
^er¥|itipn of my internal peacei at a minute^s 
Wi^uniag. 

I returned back tQ raj former lodrang, 
vhere^^oon after my return, I was connijed 
^VfiC menths with a violent fever, which 
d^nwifsd me of all my meney^ obliged me to 
pawi> tl^e principal^ and best part of my 
clothes. When I had recovered a Uttle 
strei^gthyl went into service, but was so weakf 
through my hte disorder, that, in 9^ fort- 
night's time, I was obliged to leave it.— - 
When I went back, my landlady, finding that 
iiltle was to be made from me,putme into the 
hack garret, without any fire-place, the win* 
do^s broke, and stopped up with old rags, 
^d no curtains on my bed, except what the 
cob- webs> which were plenty^ afforded. In a 
few weeks I pawned every thing, excepting 
what was on my back, and being incapable of 
working, my landlady insisted on her rent 
weekly, or else I must seek anew lodging. 

Through the crUel treatment of my land- 
lady, aiid urgent necessity, I was compelled 
to ^o abroad, and to commence the beggar* 
Beuig a novice in the art, my begging wais 
E 2 
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not veiy profitable. When I intreat^d chAr^ 
ityi the answer was, « Wench get to service, 
you are lazy and idle, or^ have you no parish, 
or. You ought to be sent to bridewell, such 
creatures ruin half the apprentices, and 
young fellows of the town." — ^These were 
hard and mortifying sayings ; wflich, how- 
ever, the poor must hear, without' receiving 
any relief, or making any reply. 

Impositions^ it is true, are frequent; but 
is charity to be' withheld fi*oma mere suppo- 
\sition, or even the^ probability of being 
cheated ? The appearance of distress frees 
us from the imputation of weakness in af- 
fording relief, it even requires immediate 
assistance, lest the party may perish before 
We can be satisfied of his merit. ^ 

Any relief would have been seasonable to 
me, for my landlady grew pevish and cross 
because I was deficient in m^ rent^ my beg*- 
ging produced me no more than the bare 
supply of the wants of nature. One night, 
in a fit of drunkenness, after having abused 
and beat me, she turned me to the streets, 
and, having no money, I took up my lodging 
in an empty- house. 

How melancholy and comfortless was my 
present situation I I, who had lately an house 
elegantly furnished, and servants to attend 
my pleasure, had no place of refuge, no 
friend to relieve me, fqrsaken by every cue, 
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andy to increase my wretchedfiess, a mind 
disordered with guilt. I was now conrin- 
ced) from experience, the surest but severest 
master for teaching wisdom, that there was 
no true pleasure nor happiness, without in- 
nocence; and that pride, vanity, atid loss of 
virtue, were generally succeeded by want, 
poverty, shame and infamy. 

I was afraid of walking abroad in the day 
time, thinking my countenance was the in- 
dication of Tny past guilt, and that every one 
who looked upon mo suspected me. The 
charity I had shewn to others, I now wanted. 
Tlio time was come when I, who had so 
plentifully fed the poor, would have gladly 
accepted even of thtiir refuse— when I who 
had fed on the choicest delicaeies, should 
want even'a morsel of bread— when I, who 
had bee;n adorned with the riches of tbe east, 
should be destitute even of a slender cover-' 
ing to hide my nakedness-^iwhen I, who had 
never been permitted to go out without a 
chair, or chariot, was to be exposed to the 
inclemency of the cold by night, and the 
intenseness of the heat by day. O ! that I 
had preserved my virtue unsullied, what 
troubles should I have escaped,* what happi- 
ness enjoyed ! I had nothing to comfort mc 
in this distress ; but felt the tortures of an 
evil conscience, aiKi had before me the pros- 
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.piecto^amUeTable U&9 a;nd the apprehea* 
^iQD of a» i9i|iij^4i|ite d^ath. 

One day « waUi^iiig in the public atreietSy 
mA a9}icijtuig cWity, ^|;r. Sr^ passed me. 
I en^eiited reile^f fot! one alino^t peru^iiag 
far want. The vlLlain knew my v^ice, and 
rem/erxibered my per^on^ though QbBcu,red 
with rags. He looked upon me with tiie 
greatest ccmtempt) though conscious of the 
cause of this wretche4 appearaace, and 
walked on. I foUowed], still begging* with 
prayers and te^rs^ that he would relieve me, 
and afford some small uji^tter to cover my 
nakedness, and to satisfy my present hun- 
ger. He replied, « be gone, wench," To 
which I replied, " Do you not remember 
the agreeable miss D— - ? Have you nothing 
to spare for one whom your cruel desertion 
hath reduced to this distressed and misera- 
ble condition?'^ He turped round and threw 
me a shilling* saying, "If you are tired of 
iife, that will purchase you a dose, and put 
an end to your misery." He becked a 
coachman, drove off, and was soon out of 
sight. .Horrid consolation*: cruel recom- 
pense this to a needy wretch for lost virtue ! 

Such was my distress that I knew not 
wliat to do, nor where to go, no friend to 
apply to, and in watit of every necessary of 
life ; driven from parish to parish, without 
tcceiving relief froi^^ any ; the street mj^ 
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lodging) and the portion of dogs, picked up 
in the streets, my subsistence ; too honest 
to steal, and so despicable and worthless my 
appearance, that even charity withheld her 
hand, and feared it a sin to relieve me. In 
this wretched condition, being driven to des- 
pajTy I resolved to make way with myself in 
the close of the evening. The night came 
on* when I made the attempt, but the in- 
strument of death, by the interference of di- 
vine Providence, failed, the wicked inten« 
tion yr^s frustrated, and an in&mous end 
pi;eveBted* 

After I had recovered from the fright^ 
andlthe horror of the act which I h«d at- 
tempted to commit) my guardian angel sug- 
gestjpd a return to my disconsolate parents, 
^ How many servants, said I, hath my father^ 
whtt live at ease, and in the midst of plenty, 
wkust I am consuming and pining away for 
want I How sweet is their rest on beds of 
down, whilst the cold earth is my bed, and 
the damp air my covering.** Notwithstand- 
ing, a return appeared to me xnore terrible 
thui the present wretchedness. How could 
I look them in the face, whom, by a base 
life, I had so much dishonoured and disgra- 
ced; whose grey hairs 1 had well nigh 
brought down, with sorrow, to the grave.-<-* 
Scarce a day had passed, since my unhappy 



diepartare> but wHt some tei^rs had beea 
shed.TT-Twice had my tender mother been 
snatched from. the jaws of death, and xof 
father, from a contm vial uneasiness of miiid> 
was apprehended to be in a consumption. 

Thrice I attempted to set out upon the. 
journey, but the terrors of guUt made pie 
afraid to piirsue my resolution. '^ Alas: 
what receptio]:! can a wretch like me expect ', 
Why did I not ret^r^ before I was abap- 
4oned ? What can be hoped from ,virtu6u^ 
p^ents bv a daughter, in^whom, it was. diffi- 
cult to determine, whether her crimie o|r 
misery was the greatest. O Heaven : ha[^, 
apd, if thpi^ canst, ffth,o« hfstai^y lAevcfhk 
ripsArye, extend it Qowto tlic^ worst ofjiin- 
iiprs."^^Sw:h w/B^e tjie- sep^enjts of my 
&^1, which I dare4 pot, frop^ a sen^P ofipy 
i^iworthjuie^s, utter with my tongue* Th^ 
idlent prayer wa^ heard, and I inyixedia^^i 
tl^ough the Orveiiiag drc;^^ on, proceeded on 
iny journey. 

I had sparce got four miJ^s frQm tpwn, 
before I becfi^e e^(:^sslve iii^ipX and weak, 
halving nothing more for my support than 
wat^r, crab-apples, aAd^loes ; and my bed ^ 
barn, or out-aouse. Whei^ I a^ked alnis^ 
the relief was,gen^a]Lly}alarge mas;tiffdog 
Ipj. loose to worry n^e, orl was threateiii^ed 
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witn the rduad-house, if ever I eatfte that 
-vrcy again. 

In walking Ihrougfa a village I met with «k 
footman) wbo, Whtn in ^osp^iity, as the de- 
luded pai^t of oar sex call it, ivas my ser- 
vant. As i entreated^ in the moat suppliatit 
manner^ at the door of a publiean, for an ha^ 
crust or morsel of bread, he, looking ear* 
neatly upon me, atid sighing, said, *^It is 
she. P hov fallen from itrhat she was I"*^ 
Turning aside, he shed some tears. After 
a little iiitenral, he said, <' Mistress^ for to 
call you madani woi&ld l;>e to insult you in 
. your distress^ yet, when I recollect the for- 
mer distance between us, and the many sin^ 
gular favours shewn me, a poor, ignorant, 
country fellow, that title, however ilN^ult- 
ing with your present condition, is ever due 
from me; accept} accept my good mistress" 
—A flood of tears prevented him saying 
what.> " May God reward your gratitude,'* 
saifl L The sum given was, I suppose, all 
that the poor fellow had about him, ccmsist- 
ihg of half a guinea, four shillings, andafeit 
pence. « 

This relief raised my drooping spirits.--- 
My shoes being rotten, I went to a stall in 
the next village, to purchase an old pair.— 
In paying for them, 1 dropped half a croWn, 
which the cobler immediately took up, and 
obbiinaiely refused to return it me. When 
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i insisted on having it, he called me some 
^abusive names, and a mob having gathered 
about us, charged me with stealing his shoes. 
It was in vain to plead my innocence ; he 
had some reputation, and I had none ; he 
was well known, and I a stranger. /They 
searched my pockets, and finding half a gui« 
nea, concluded, from my tattered and loath- 
some rags, that the charge of beipg a thief 
was j ust. For who would give half a guinea 
to a oeggar ! I was immediately put into the 
cage,and the day following carried before a 
justice of peace in the neighbourhood. I in-r 
formed him where and from whom I receiv- 
ed the half guinea^, but it signified «othing ; 
my accusers were powerful, they knew the 
justice, and circumstances were against me. 
After a sharp rebuke, his worship dismissed 
,me, adding,— ^That I should be whipped 
through the village, if I was ever seen in it 
again, I did not choose to give any account 
of myself, and therefore the pleas used, in 
justification of my innocence, availed noth- 
ing. I was deemed a stroller, and treated 
accordingly. 

The poor footman, 1 afterwards heard, was 
turned away from his place, for the justice 
wrote a letter to his master concei r.ing the 
afTtiir. His generosity towards me was sus^ 
pected to be the effect of some secret rogue- 
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ry in him ; for h was not credible that he 
should have been so liberal of his own. — 
His master was a bitter enemy to all beg- 
gars ; none were seen at his gate, and 'what 
would have supported many indigent fami- 
liesy was given to his pack of hoUnds- He 
was worse than Dives of old, whof though he 
relieved not, suiTered Lazarus to lie at his 
gates, and hindered not his dogs from giving 
the assistance he denied. ' 

O ye rich men I when ye are eating dain- 
tily, and are clothed delicately, let not the 
poor go away'hunTgry and naked. Wheti 
the w^ine sparkles in your cup, mi^ it with 
the widow's and orphan's tears ; and when 
the sound of the viol and tabret is at your 
feasts, forget not the groans and distresses 
of your fellow-creatures. The relief and as- 
sistance afforded to suck will yield to the 
generous mind a delight superior to any 
thing which pleasure, luxury, and the most 
refined and highest gratification of sense, 
are capable of producing. Let the libertine 
boast of his pleasures, and midnight revels ;- 
let the epicure talk of his feasting, and ban- 

Jueting ; let avarice hug himself, when sur- 
eying his bags of useless gold : how nieani 
sordid, and brutish the satisfaction, when 
compared with that which the benevolent, 
the charitable, and the humane, sensibly feel 
F 
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tfid experi€iiG«f when they rtcoltecft th«t 
many vrhom tk^ir iMunl^f and libenAty ha^vo^ 
}>reaieviFecl fr#m de^tf uottoiHAnd fiK)ai Aeadfti 
The clMritaUepfi(r9if«i U »Goaittien.biestiQfpt 
t^ mankind } kUdBftriK3iiili» •iitkl«sihini<t4» 
the esye»m mi fmadali^ of 9II food mc»»i 
and aeeorea buoitiae daUy ttid far^ont piray^ 
•rd, both fiM* hh afHi&tftwV Itod t^mponalr Ik^^ 
terefit> of ^e diacoasoJatu «ad unfortuiwcey 
whom h€ hath assisted 9»4i vcslkvod. What: 
k^ g^v«a to^thera i» iK>tr loat toi hi»iBelf,.for 
his cbaritx toward mm i^mallipiUdl toi bioK 
b^ bUrssinf s- Grbm H^aveiii. 

Glad oi »y , fior^nalef fsaapfe). I ha^cnitd; 
from th« b»rbafMi» niOsi^^s. Aft«^ tr»vaiH 
tinf about two miles,. 1 90k down in a murracw* 
laae, and reflected Ofii the evd^ ofmcMiejr. £ 
was lo ^eat diatress £»r want c^ it, sod faute* 
ly eae^ipied meish HTCMtiter foif having^ ii.-«^ 
The pcx>r iii^eM:hf ihwigJut I, who cmM icm-^ 
I>iocuily^aiid prje«ia«d«iia]»l]P peR}utfe hhnseif^ 
lor halt* a cvawD, dkl no iaiK«r tban^ persons- 
in hig^r siaitien, and with l«9» Uoe^tatiitvai 
do dailf. 

I was roused from tb<m^ ieflefitiDo^ hy 
th« noise of a^ cMch wi ste). whichi oi» a 
sttdden^w;^ sfoppeid nf&optoitbe' placet where 
I was)^ tvHi pes 9oiiii^ whoiia I suepdcted, 
by being o^t oj liverfv 9ii4,aras^ (aud my 
conjecture' proved true).tob^ highwaymen. 
I was greatiyterrifiedi c«nteniptU)leas I >p- 



•paHrei^ not •fram anf at qwrc l i e mSon «f hmn% 
robbed^ ^r I imd nothmn: -to io«a,iittt lest 
tlta^ fliould be indvieodi for sets^cy, to ptpe- 
veatadiBceweryytodisiiiiftchme. How so- 
licitous wflNi ItopresenrealifB) wbich a fev 
dafs befi»re would hanre been a pleasupe to 
have been relcfased from, and I had rashly 
ateBfmpted to destpojr ! Mf fear ]»fo ved falsei 
for liayiiig ftniahed tbeir business, at the 
ceaeh) instead mS reoemng :a ballet, tbcjr 
thiew nie,.as ^he^ reile by, half a ckowil: 
thinking m inanjr of^bese ualiap^ wrstohes 
4oy tiuit cfattritf to tbe flMir witt he aatoned 
-wniie eompensaUonrfctf^piiili^etkig.ihenKdi, 
-andt»]^velievnigT4)edlsl»saedftoiiKasbaiH«f 
itbe feiiittaas- of their thtit, A noodoet not 
[WtmBt' eulpabfts khnn tbe isaer^ ^ho- eiidea- 
'voiiro, y/ken dying^ t|o «taiMS for bis extor- 
den, o^pmsami) and .injustsoei) hy buildtng 
an almsThoiMef or anbos^taltovdistnbutiiig 
iiia'tivousaAdaySn ^vbich be 'bad iu» Jongier 
cnf proiienjr nor onjoymeat aauMgist ^ufaJic 
^baorkks. * 

d^wed^tte balfxfown^bHtitfae.treuUes 
lately tuadengoae being fresh in my meiMiry» 
by ^tevittg aux^a pieeeof money Id my pos- 
•seeston. 1 d^ whataaEaiat* India or bank 
diireotor \muld 4»aroe bafne done, I passed 
onaivdiaft it tnteuobed. It ««s,as I after- 
wards boak'di .piebed op by a waggoner, in 
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t:onipanf with a passenger; who insisted 
ed upon dividing it, and the waggoner choos- 
ing to keep the whole^ from words thef went 
to blows, and, after having severely hand- 
led each other, to the no small diversion of 
the spectators,they oompromised thie matter 
by spending it. . 

I was now within six miles of my father's 
and being late in the evening, made up to a 
farm-house, humbly requesting a lodging* 
for that night, in the out-house or bam.-— 
The people humanely (I must not say 
christianly, for though Christianity was^pro- 
fessed in every parish through which I pas- 
sed, it did not extend to practice, for I re- 
ceived no other benefit from Christians than 
what I might . have received firoia savages) 
granted my request, giving me a mess of 
broth and some broken victuals. This I 
rather devoured than eat: it proved, howev- 
er, a comfortable refreshment, for, having 
been so much fatigued and worried for three 
days pa;it, I had taken little nourishments— 
I was more anxious to secure my person 
from danger, than to satisfy my hunger. 

I went sweetly to bed in the comer, cover- 
ed over with clean straw. The weary know 
no difference between that and a bed of 
down. A cup of water to the thirsty is full 
as palatable as. the richest wini^s, and f o ikfi 
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Fire." MBim.iii»imhtiK^fQQ&^QA{rom 
^ j*aalU«i Md troubLMi wodi and that I 
defamed ; ibut the ;BaiM8 a|>proacJbuif^ w^^ 
4oo.&tgiy :c«nvliiQ6d.Bi£9j(bat I va« ^Bi^akf . 
I- had on^/^iAifi to aai^ a petticoat, and a 
dmakt whi^IiM JQapirt]its(«0at9 irai» of ma- 
ii^^coicHira^by Mug p^ctedwAlh variom 
pioc«s ptckfd up^on ^tterofidt g^ :fram tbe 
dunghilJs. : . , 

The fianfis ragodtviolemljiEf o^iijiigto the 
brisk iRmd^tthccwattl of va^r^aad tj^eba^k- 
iwanltimyB of sbe/eountry pwfia In lending 
^Mtisiiifloe taeoiAii^uifih jA. A fine^ when<it 
hap)M^nfi in a^ .countiy village, i$9.iike the 
antaUfposy .df^^ful. Ev»jry .o»e fivBt 'tekes 
care of bimaelf>and kiavca' hia^Deighbo^Mr .to 
.6hift|b0iQg.«qmiiy.atfi»id of hunning hiiiiiici- 
^c^rsy.as oC Qfttcbing >t.he iafection. . Tli^^e 
hm di|S»Kftii«ie aad<M<lJb9^««ii t^ two c.a- 
■ • F 2 
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Iftmities; for, after they have secured their 
own property, they will checrfuHy offer their 
service, when the fire, by 'consuming every 
thing, h^th left them little service to per* 
fbrin. In the small pox it is much worse, 
the house of the infected is marked for a 
pest-house which Aobody will visit oi* come 
near, and its inhabitants, if necessitous and 
poor, are suffered to ^perish, if they caiinot 
cure themselves ; for nothing is sent to re- 
lieve them, and prevent the contagion, which 
they so much dread, from spreading. 

To return to the fire. I no sooner ap- 
peared out of the ruins, than they all cried 
out with one voioey—^lThat is she, that is 
she."— —" Lay hold of her," says one ;-•- 
" Throw her into the fiames^'* aays another ; 
** Knock her brains 6ut," says a Uiird. The 
fire itself was dreadful, but these cries con- 
veyed a terrible sound to my ears. The fife 
behind,. and savages before, thirsting after 
my blood, for no fault of mine, nothing less, 
from their violent rage and continual clam- 
our, was esCpected, than immediate death.— 
In the midst of these; terrors L received a 
blow on my head from a piece of a b^-ick, 
which quickly levelled me to the ground. 
I remained senseless for some time, and did 
not thoroughly recover, befisre I found my- 
self in the. presence of h»is worship. The 
charge against me was setting the barn .on 
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^rey which crime was aggravated by the sin 
of ingratitude^, when the farmer mentioned 
the kind relief he had afforded me over 
nights ! . • 

I was going to reply, hm his worship or- 
dered the commitment to be made out) and 
bound over the farmer, and his family, to 
prosecute me at the nei^t .assizes. I was im- 
mediately carried off in triumph^ my hands 
and legs tied with a strong eoi:df and my bo- 
dy fastened to a dung cart, which was sur- 
rouHded with oaken clubs, lest a pepr crea- 
ture, who could scarcely crawl, ^id almost 
dead with fright and the cruel treatment* 
should have attempted an escape. I veril)^ 
believe that, bad X. had strength and resolu- 
tiiHi to have attempted it, I could have intim- 
idated these Quixotes,, and prevailed. 

Tiiey led me through the village with 
loud huzzas, the boys at a distance pelting 
met the curs barkings and the boors hooting 
and encouraging them. In my waytoChelms- 
lord jail, they shewed me %kp gallows ; at 
the sight of it I fainted ; which they inter- 
preted as a sign of guilt, and set up such a 
loud haioo, as roueed me from my fit. When 
they had safely lodged me in prison* they 
gave three general huzzas, in wKich they 
were joined by the townsmen, and returned 
home sufficiently pleased, though they had 



miles^ to Batbfy tbeir< bratAlky. 

I experieftCM»d not loss^lnhiiiniaitf withhi, 
than I had without the prison walls. My 
Mlow-prisonerd Ahoniipd m^y oriniadeAine 
'tiie tsuhjeot of their spovt and deviaioir. }n- 
^oendUvries ane reputed in the conntPf the 
■Wiorst oif vUiaine; •thie^vee and mucdepeiiB 
•being deemc^d innooent in compariaon .with 
them. HerelGontinuod>about thraesoonthS) 
ihrthe greateet* disOfeaS) feeding only on 
the serajpa^andcmmbs 'Which fell from the 
other pruonor's WUea, wliich, it is. easily 
, conceived, wore not very pientifuL I had 
Sio fire to warm me, no, bed but^the floor, 
*and not alvi^ays that, beimgat times turned 
•out into ike yard, and ox^sed all nigiht to 
the inolemoncy of the weatlMer. The mo- 
ney sent from chairiiable and weU-clisposed 
people forthe supportoffriendiloas.anddfis- 
.titateprisoiiers, I receiy.ed no bene&tirom, 
the nature of my crime escc^uding 'me. 

The assizes at last came on^ and my tm! 
waa one of the ftrst on the list of prisoners. 
When I was brought into court^aad placed 
>atthe bar, I i^p^ed such^ deplorable ob^ 
jeet,.that humanity was shockicd atthe sight, 
being oppressed with filth and rags; an^ in- 
dignation at the supposed crime, was quick- 
ly turned .into pity for the wretched crimi- 
nal. When ordered to hold up my himd, I 
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fainted) not from a consciousness oC guilt : 
(would to God that I had been innocent in 
every other I'espect aa I was in this) but at 
the sight of Mr* 3-^) who sat on the. bench, 
and who, as J afterwards understood, was 
the high sheriff of the county that year. 

When they had recovered me, they pro- 
ceeded in the examination of the evidence. 
Which being cross examined by a worthy 
counsellor, who, from ^comniiserating my 
wretched condition, generously undertook 
the management of my cause^ proved vague 
and contradictory; and I was, to the satis- 
faction ajn4 pleasure of every person pre« 
sent, honourably acquitted. My: worthy friend 
•t^e cbunsellor put a crown into my hand, 
whos« examiple was followed by the judge 
on the bench, and the rest of the gentry.— 
.Among the rest Mr. S*-i- drew near and of- 
fered Qie agujsea ; I withdrew. my ^ hand and 
failed away. In the fit I was carried out of 
court, and ordered to be properly taken care 
of. When I recovered,! found jpayself at a 
little ale-house, and all the moi^ey lost or 
carried off by the humane carriers* The 
house I was obliged to quit immediately ; 
guests who have nq money to spends finding 
no welcome in such place8,especially^so for- 
lorn and deplorable a wretch as I was: their 
^pharity is ta. tals^ from all, .but to give to 
none. 



TO F«Bn»erV JDotiglUflr. ^ 

I wa»now reduced to 4^he utmost distress, 
kaving nothing more to cover mto thanvliat 
•the fire had lelt^ieyand beg^n to despair of 
ever seeing my ^reBt« ; mf confinement, 
and the hardabips I had sufleved in it, so 
much impaired my health, that I expeded 
death e^^ry hour, and even praryed for it. I n 
thie meknoholy <ineod I was alarmed by « 
loud huzzaing, and, turning about, saw a 
coach and six, with a\grand equipage, in 
which were the sherlfiT and his lady Teturniii;^ 
£rom the aseiizee. As eo^nasJt camenear I 
fell into a igt, the c«acli(man immediately 
stopped, and Mr. S-*, atthe nequMt of his 
'lady, whom he had^acqui^n^ ^th my^ts-' 
tress, as it appeared befopei the coim, assist- 
i«d his aervavutsinrecoveihig Qie. When I 
HPecovcriid,'seeing htm hy}my«ide, I ^fastened 
hiy eyes upon btmr and forgetful «C las ran^, 
where I was,«nd>who stood foumd ^iwp, aaid, 
^* O I Sir, behold before you the once km»iy 
and amiable Miss-*^.'' i jcould utter no 
more, my apsechr failed, ond I^swooned away. 
But how great was my oucpFise, when my 
senses returned, to find the Qoa<ih>giono and 
znyseif alone. 1 

The cau^e, as I aftenwards understood, 
was, ifirat Mr.^ S-?-, rcGpUecung ^my >poFson, 
and for fear of a diseo^evy by h^ laudy, who 
was coming to my ^salstsoicc, hurtie4 back 
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to tk« coaohy aiid'cuidferedth& servant to> 
drive briskly on. It was impcseible ta comr 
ceal'his confuajfon* from bk ladjH^ ivbo warm* 
I7 preaaed' Um to bnow tbe eani^ of his 
une^inesa. Thisi he artfully ovadlsd/ by 
saying U was a shoeb th«t he had received 
fron^ seeing so* young a creature in such a 
helpless and destitnte a situation. This^-did 
not satisly hia lady, who observed him to be 
much deiectod. the whole evening* notwith- 
standing the variety of agreeable companjr 
presenl^ to divert^ him. She went out| and 
sent for one of the servanta, who was preaont 
at the inteevieW) and asked him what con- 
versation y if any, had psia^iad between bis 
mastca* and the beggar. He modesUy de- 
dined sLii answer, she perdi^te^ in hnowie^ 
and rhreatened him with tlie k>»s of Ya» place 
if he did iiK>t immeditately oomply. He then 
told her what I had said^ and tbii consequence 
of it,, my failing into a4t* Thia stimulated 
lier-to a further inqMipy* which, Mr. S~ re- 
fused to gratify^ apd turned it off with a. 
laugh. She sent, a servaoty ifi< whom i^e: 
thought she OQttJd confidev in quesi o£ ns^, 
with peremptory orders, if he found naoi to 
bring me to her trithpiH mf change ef 9f* 
parol. 

Mr. S-^ sus|Sect>cd the de«(igii^ smd p«e* . 
vented, its effect^ by orde^ng^e servajht to 
Ij^eep out of the way a fe^ daysi and then t^ 
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retui^n and acquaint his ladf that he could 
not find me. This was done^ but not to the 
satisfaction of his lady. In the interim Mr. 
*S—, fearing that his villainy should be dis- 
coveredi and his reputation injured, sent 
three of his servants by different ways to 
find me out ; who for a considerable reward 
were to carry me out of the country, and to 
dispose of me in such a manner that he 
should never more hear of me, nor fear are- 
turn.^ 

This design would have succeeded, had 
it not been for the interposition of Provi- 
dence in my favour. Two of these ruffians 
were determined to keep together, and to 
share the reward, if they should find me, 
between them. They stood sometime close 
to the place where I was, debating which 
way they should take. One said, she cannot 
'be gone far, and by her ragged appearance 
she will be easily discovered. Hearing this, 
I listened with more attention, being on the 
other side of. the hedges I am surprized, 
replied the other, what should occasion my 
master to interest himself so much concern- 
ing such a hunter, to offer so large a sum 
of money to find her out ? These words I in- 
terpreted in my favpur, thinking that his 
conscience had awakened him to a just sense 
of Lis ill-treatment, and that he was willing 
to give me some satisfaction for the wrongs 



h€ huA done me, and the distress he had 
brought upon me, by affording me some pre- 
sent relief and endeavouring to bring about 
a reconciliattoii with my friends. These &• 
Tottrab^e sentiments were quickly erased by 
the other's answer; << surely, said he, there 
must have been some secret transaction 
with the wench, who, I suspect, was not al- 
ways what she appears to be, that he should 
be so anxious to have her carried off, or, 
what ho seemed to insinuate would please 
him better, to have her murdered.^' I was 
so shocked at this last word, that I had well 
nigh betrayed myself by going to scream 
oat, ^ murder 1** Here they left off speakingi 
and walked on. 

How melancholy was my condition \ I 
dreaded to go forward, lestl should fall into 
the bands of my pursuers. The shaking of 
a leaf affrighted me ; a pistol and a bloody 
knife were ever present to my sight, sleep- 
ing or waking ; aiid the sight of a man made 
my heart to mnt, smd to sink within me. In 
this confusion of mind, I resolved to lie by 
all day under some friendly hedge, and to 
travel at night, being the safest. Here 
another scene of distress arose. What was 
I to do for my subsistence! From whence 
was I to be supplied ? I dared not shew my- 
self in any village^ for I doubted not but in- 
G . 
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quiry had been .made,, and a price set upon 
ttiy head. My feet were full of blisters, hav- 
ing neither shoes nor stockings, only a few 
rags wrapped round thetn; the nights were 
▼ery darky and being obliged to keep near 
the road (lest I should wander out of the 
way) which was the more dangerous for my 
person, I could not travel far at a time. For 
thottffh I was within a few miles of my fath- 
er's, It was not possible for me, from the cir- 
cumstances I was in, to reach thither in less 
than three days. In the uncertainty what to 
do, and how to provide subsistence for my- 
self, t came to a field of lurnipSf on which I 
fed heartily, though I believe not much to 
the detriment of the owner The ditches 
supplied her with drink, for whom,, former- 
ly, the choicest wines were not thought suf- 
ficiently good. I had two other dishes, one 
(which from reading Frejich authors I had 
learned to be good and strengthening) was 
young frogs; these I had in great plenty; 
the other proved a more delicious morsel, 
which was birds that I patched at roost. I. 
had my tarts toO| homely as they were, made 
of hips and haws. 

This was my support and repast till I got 
to my father's village. I was twice in dan- 
ger of being taken. One evening some 
coun^try lads were out a beating, iind as they 
were beating the busb, the noise awaked me, 
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and starting; up> their surpnse was so grjeatt 
that awa3r ran the lads, leaving a fe\v* birds 
behind them (which made me an elegant 
dinner the next day^ crybg as they ran,«»- 
** The devil, the djcvil/* f hey reported the 
next day among their neighbours^ that they 
had seen the devil in such a field. This re- 
port gained so much credit, that no one, for 
some months aft^r, ventured near the place 
after dark. 

One morning some gentlemen being oi|t 
a liunting, the dogs unfortunately took to 
the place where X lay, and had not the hunts* 
men came up and called them off) I should 
have been torn in pieces, they left me, how- 
ever, wounded and bloody, and the huntmen, 
without asking who I was, and how I came 
there, pursued the chase. Notwithstanding 
my condition, I; thought myself happy ; for 
I^had rather have been killed by the dogs, 
than to have been del:veredii:ito the hands of 
my persecutor. 

After much difficulty and great hazard, I 
arrived at my father's, but not secretly. I 
was discovered by seme men who were 
ploughing and ithmediately taken into custo- 
dy, and confined in a barn, with half a dozen 
of the stoutest fellows in the village to 
watch over and guard me. This was done 
in conformity to a letter sent to every parish 
throughout the coun(y» after the return of 



7S Farmr^s BoMghter. 

guilty t'haii yourself. Repair, if thou caast, 
the loss of a geod and virtuous daughter, 
till thy villany oia^e her otherwise. How 
canst thou punish that creature for a cheats 
impostor, and thief, when thou thyself art 
guilty of the same crimes I Thou didst steal 
away my daughter, imposed upon her credu* 
lity, and spoiled her of her virtue. Boast not 
of thy honours, nor thy ancestors* greatness, 
thou hast stained the one, and disgraced the 
other. Hang thyself by the side of that mis*- 
erable creature, then you will do both me 
and your country justice. Think not, vil- 
lain, g^reat as thou art) that thou Shalt die in 
pekce; vengeance will pursue thee; heaven 
win pity an injured parent's wrongs, and 
blast thee for the perjured deed. Restore 
to me my daughter." 

Mr. S-*-, recovering himself a little from 
the confusion and fright which this rencoun* 
ter had occa9ioned} without making the least 
r^y, but with a smile of coiMtempt at my 
father,' most audaciously commanded his 
servants to take me up, and toss me into the 
cart. Damned villain, said my father, dost 
thou make a sport of my misfortunes ? O ye 
powers above (lifting up his hands and eyes 
to heaves) can' you behold ti^is, and sulfer 
such a wrcftch tp live, who insults thy beihg 
mnd dares thy vengeance, by glorying in his 
^nckedness." Take up the wench, said Mr. 
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S«-*i regard not an old fix>l. To wbom xnj 
fatlter answered, «* Whatever that wretch's 
crimes are, I know not) but be thejr ever so 
vile and infamous, she is^a babe to thee in 
wickedness. Whyr have I lived to see this 
day, to have my sorrows sported with by the 
insolent and bitter reproaches of the author 
of my daughter's ruin ?" 

I mustered up all my strength, and break- 
ing loose from them, threw myself at my 
Other's feet, and cried out in the most tender 
manner, << O my father ! my father I behold 
prostrate at your feet your lost child, and 
protect her from that villain's cruelty, who 
hath robbed me of my innocence, and now 
seeks to deprive me of my life." 

The spectators stood amazed; when taking 
courage, I proceeded, '^ Mistake me not| 
most worU^ sir, for an impostor, I am real- 
ly and truly that unfortunate daughter of 
your's, whose shame and loss you have so 
long bewailed and lamented. Say that you 
forgive her, and her miseries will be forgot* < 
ten, and she will die in peace : say that you 
forgive her, and she will bear with pleasure 
the severest punishment that inhuman 
wretch can devise, or the law inftict. To 
convince you^ dear sir, that. I am no impos-, 
tor, behold (uncovering my arm) this matk 
which distinguished me at my birth, and 
know me to 1^ yours." 
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My father, whose heart before was medita- 
ting a most dreadful reYeiig;e against Mr. S— » 
Ibr his perfidy and baseness, was now melted 
into softness : a flood of tears burst forth, 
and, with that paternal affection and tender- 
ness, as if I never had offended, embraced 
me and fainting in my arms, cried, '< O ! my 
child! O! my child!" 

Mr. S— , seized the opportunity, and tak- 
ing horse, rode off, not without the most 
bittdr curses of the 8pectators«---In this pos- 
ture we continued, when my mother and 
^brothers, who had been apprised of the di^- 
CQvery, came running to see me. O what a 
scene of joy ensued !— Dirty and loathsome 
as I was, I thought there would have been 
no end of th^ir tears and embraces. When 
the first transports of joy were over, atid 
they saw my ragged and wretched condition, 
immediately one of my sisters pulled off her 
petticoats another her gowuj my brother 
brought me a pair of shoes and stockings, 
and my father covered me with his great 
coat. My eldest brother was in the house, 
making a large fire, and giving orders to 
the servants for an elegant dinner. He sent 
to the shepherd to kill three of the finest 
sheep, and the largest ox in the pasture, 
which, with *hrce hogsheads of old beer, 
were given to the poor the next day. 
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I was conducted home from the bam. 
amid&t the embraces of my relations, and ac- 
clamadoDsof the viUagera. 

N6 sooner had I entered my father's h^use, 
but a little favourite ddg heard my voice, and 
seemed to partake of the general happiness, 
by running towards me> wagging his taili 
and licking my feet- After we were all 
seated, my father broke silence with this 
ejaculation, << t thank thee> O Grod, for thou -^ 
hast heard my prayer: I have seen my 
daughter who was lost; I shall now die in 
;f eace." Words cannot express the joy of 
the whole village tor my return. The 
church bells rang for three day s^ the whole 
family being^ esteemed and beloved, far and 
near, for tlieir piety and extensive charity.— 
The rich and the poor vied with each other; 
the rich in compliments, and the poor in 
blessings, on this occasion. The joy of the 
whole ^mily was damped, by a violent ague 
and fever, which seized me the fifth day af- 
ter my arrival, occasioned by my former 
hard living, to which I had been so long ac- 
customed. 

This reduced me to the point of death, and 
overwhelmed the whole family with deepest 
concern. However, at the end of two months^ 
to the jgreat comfort of my parents, I was 
pronounced to be out of danger^ and in a few 
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weeks after I was restored to my former 
state of health. 

I requested of my father one evenings to 
relate what passed upon missing me. " I 
called, << said my father, that very Tfiorning 
70U took the fatal airing, to inquire after 
Mr. S— 's health, who had left '^ note signify- 
ing his intention of ketng with us early on 
the appointed day. Leaving my compli- 
ments, I returned, nothing doubting the sin- 
cerity of his profession. But how great 
was our surprize, when the wished for day 
came, but no Mr. S^-^ no servant, nor any 
intelligence : After the ecclesiastical hour 
had elapsed, I took my horse, and with your 
eldest brother^ rode away directly to Mr. 
S— *s,under the apprehensionof a relapse,or 
some new accident, having not the least sus- 
picion of a flight, or a desertion. When we 
came to the house, all the information we 
could obtain from the servants y^dLs\ that the 
horses were returned without the coach or 
company. This raised in me suspicions of 
his dishonesty} and, without hesitation, we 
rode off to London, and put up at an inn in 
the neighbourhood of Grosvenor-Square.-— 
We immediately went out in search of Mr. 
S— t who we were given to understand, was 
in Essex, and expected that week to be 
married. I endeavoured to convince them 
. he was not there} and hinted some things 
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which did not speak much in recominenda" 
tion of his honour and charaoter, it was re- 
ceired with a loud laugh, so well establish- 
ed was Mr. S— 's reputation in the opin- 
ion of his neighbours, whose leaving of town» 
and disposing of his house, they lamented as 
a great loss, both to the p6or and the trading 
people. 

'^ After spending two or three days in 
town to no purpose, we returned back, full 
of grief and vexation of heart. When we 
arrived, great was the joy of your mother 
and brethren, at seeing those return safe, 
whom they feared to have been murdered. 
This Joy was succeeded by sorrow, when 
they oDserved that you was not with us ; but 
gveater was their affliction, when we decla- 
red that we could not, after the most diligent 
inquiry and, search, procure the least intelli- 
gence concerning you, aQd the ill treat- 
ment we had received. 

^ When I reflected on the designed vil- 
lany, your los^ virtue, and tl^e dreadful con- 
Be^uences of it, infamy and disease, what 
curses and execrations did I pour on the 
author's head ! How have I often wished, 
that you had perished before you had seen 
the light, that you hfid been crushed to death 
within your mother's womb, or that I could 
have plunged a dagger in your breast, to 
hare prevented your eternal' shame, and m v 
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sorrows I Protcctt O Heaven ? was my eott- 
staot prayer, a virtuous daus;fater from a 
villain's lust, and avenge her wroa^ps.'* 

A few years had passed, when one day) 
^Hdlst reladng some of my adventures to my 
sisters, which they frequently desired me to 
do, being in the little parlour, we were 
alarmed by a violent rap at the door. Soon 
aftMT, a lady and gentleman in deep mourn- 
ing were introduced by my mother, who 
from the equipage attending them, and their 
polite behaviour, had the appearance of per- 
sons of fortune and distinction. 

We immediately rose up, paid our res- 
pects, and offered to ^retire, but the lady 
insisted on our staying. We accordingly 
sat down again, and the lady began the con- 
versation : <( Madaiti (addressing my moth- 
er) if my informadoa is right, 3K>u iiad an 
unfortunate daughter. I* am sorry (seeing 
my mother endeavouring to conceal her 
tears) to revive our grief. Is she yet alive ? 
Where can I meet with her?" To which I 
replied, observing my mother's confusion, 
^< i am, madam, that unfortunate daughter 
you speak of/' 

Hearing this, the lady hastily rose from 
her seat, and, embracing me, aaid, ^ I con- 
gratulate yoU) Miss, upon the legacy be- 
queathed you, justly merited by the singu- 
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krhardships you endured, and, I hope, will 
be reodvedas some kind of eompensation 
and satis&ctien for the injuries dttne you bjr 
my husband.** 

This suri>iized us;' all. B^t the lady pro- 
eeeded, saying, « Mr. S«-^-whom you are 
too well acquainted with, was my husband ; 
he waB taken suddenly ill of a'fbver, and 
struck with deep remorse for hid baseness 
towards youi hath, with my consent and ap«^ 
probation, left you tnhiswHIten thousand 
pounds, and entreated that ^ou would ac* 
cept it, as it was meant by him, fdr a token- 
of hid sincere repentance for the wrongs 
done you." Without waiting foi* a reply, 
M r». S-^ put into tey IsCp a parcel of banfe 
notes amounting to the sum mentioned. 

At this interval of silence my father came 
into the room, when the lady, after having^ 
informed him who she was, was so obliging 
as to repeat what had passed, adding, that* 
Mr. S— never enjoyed any peate Of mind 
after the interview at the bam : he took no 
pleasure in his favourite diversion of hunt- 
ing, and avoided the cdmpany and conversa- 
tion of his intimate friends: His counte* 
nance was fallen, his vivacity gone, and he 
seemed to give himself up to melancholy.— 
He usually reposed himsrelf after dinner on 
a coueh; in" these short slumbers he would 
H 
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frequently start and gr6an» which I attribu- 
ted to weakness, occasioned by his indispo- 
sition. The day preceding his fever, which 
put an end to his life, he had scarce laiy 
down an hour, before he cried out, '< I know 
thee— Begone—- Trouble me not— Thy in- 
juries are/'— Here I awaked him, when he 
appeared to be in the greatest terror of 
mind, saying to him, << What means this 
confusion ? Why these broken sentences V* 
He answered me, fainting and trembling, 
Leave me to myself: yet I dare not trust 
myself alone ; sorrow lies heavy here (put- 
ting his hand to his brtast) lead me to my 
chamber; death I find to bee approaching, 
and I will disclose such villainy, if thy pious 
and chaste ear can bear to hear it, which 
will convince you that there hath been too 
ihuch reason for this sadness." When in 
the agonies of death, he cried, *' O J that I 
could but see her before I die, and obtain 
her pardon, then would my troubled. soul be 
at rest 1" He said np more, fetched a deep 
sigh, and died. 

This affecting account of his death drew 
tears from all our eyes, and a solemn si- 
lence ensued. At last my father spoke,*— 
"May the Almighty accept hie repentance, 
and the horrors of a guilty cansciencebe ad- 
mitted as a sufficient punishment for his 
crimes V\ This scene of sorrow being over, 
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Mm. S— took her leave, with an assurance 
of a lasting friendship between the families. 
Mrs. S — was polite, well bred,, and sensi* 
ble. Her education had been different from 
that of females in general. She could read 
a book in Momer with the same ease as she 
could work a piece of painti and translate an 
ode of Anacreon with the same spirit as she 
could fing an Italian air* She was a proof 
of what the pride of the other sex will nev- 
er own, that the female mind, if properly 
cultivated, is capable of equal attainments 
with their lords. It was difHcult to say, whe* 
ther she excelled most in the accomplish* 
ment of her mind or person. Her know- 
ledge did not make her what it frequently 
doth the other sex, proud, confident, and 
overbearing, for she was of an obliging and 
condescending temper, and rather seemed 
desirous of learning, than dictating, wherer 
her superiority of understanding was ac- 
knowledged. She was somewhat singular 
in works of charity ; to avoid < ostentation^ 
she never admitted any application, but pri- 
vately inquired after real objecjHi, whom» 
when discovered, she as privately relieved) 
insomuch that she was looked upon not to 
be the most charitable lady in the neigh- 
bourhood, even by those whom her secret 
bounty had made happy. She was equally 
careful to prevent applications^ as to avoid 
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acknowledgments, and her only jthanks for 
her goodnesS} was the approbation of )ier 
conscience. 

About a week after this accident, Mrs. 
S — paid us a visit, with the same gentlenjifiny 
Sir Robert B — , who was her only brothiE^r^ 
in possession of a large estate, a modest dis** 
creet ypung gentleman, brought up liberal- 
ly, and unlainted with the fashionable vices, 
pride, luxury, gaming, . keeping, &c. which 
ID these tinges distinguish the gentlemw 
from the clown. After visiting and revi$it<^ 
ing each other for^ a twe]v^moath» in tbi^ 
friendly manner, and isp^nding in tun». « 
week at each other's manq^ ^ Sir Robert and 
}ilr». S— , walking .one morning v^ith me in 
the garden, Mr?. 5—? left us at the mrn pf:a 
walk. 

Sir^ Robert c^mbraeed the opportimity 
which his sister's, absence. aSbcded him fif 
disclosing his passion, addressed me in th^e 
words: ^' Since I have had the pleasure. 
Miss, of your acquaintance, I have contract- 
ed something more than a mere respect Jqv 
your person. I am convinced ths^t ^ your 
inerit may entitle you to one of higher rank, 
but I will be con^dent to say, that no oi^e 
shall endeavour more to deserve your affec- 
tion than juyself. The connexion I have 
proposed to you is entirely agreeable to .my 
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sister, who desires it/' Here he stopped, 
expectinf^ my sinswer with some uneasiness 
and anxiety, fearful, as I had somewhat red- 
dened, that the address was disapproved of. 

After a little pause I replied, *« That tho* 
I doubted not of the sincerity of iiis passion, 
and tliat his design was honourable, he must 
excuse a positive answer in this affair, for I 
should submit m^ will to be directed and 
governed by that 9f my parents, whose con- 
sent obtained, there would be no objection 
on my part to the honour he intjsnded to do 
our family." This answer was received by 
him with great politeness. 

The dinner bell ringing, we walked to- 
wards the house, and in the way^ meeting 
with my father, he left me, and turned aside 
with him, and discovered the secret of his 
love, also what he had said to me, and the an- 
swer returned by me. " My son/' said my 
father, ^< for by that name from this time I 
shair call the^, thou hast my consent. I 
have observed with pleasure your affection 
for my daugter, and resolved within myself, 
if it was sincere, that nothing should be 
wanting in m^, tto contribute to your happi- 
ness. ' Come, Sir, give me your hand.'* 

Meeting with me in the hall, «^ Stop a 
minute, daughter," said my father, " let 
me present you with a rarity that I hive 
H 2 
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Just met Mrith in our garden. " What» Sir,. 
IS that I I replied, for I think there is noth-^ 
ing rare m.it." " Nc flower, my dear, I do 
assure you," said my father, " for that with* 
ereth and perisheth, but that, whose good- 
ness will never fade, wither, or periaby an 
honest and worthy man, an husband for youy 
and a son for me." This said^ he pnesented 
Sir Hobert to me^, who, saluting me with 
great warmth, said, << Now is my happiness, 
in this life ,completed,having not one wish 
more left to be answered." 

Scarce was the salutation over, when my 
father received the following note. 

" Mrs. S— *8 compliments to Mr. D— , 
and desires the favour of a few minutes pri- 
vate coaversatioB in the summer house at 
the bottom of the garden." 

My father, wondering at the singularity of 
the invitation, left us in the hall, and went to 
meet Mrs S— ? at the place appointed. Sir 
Robert, observing me to be somewhat unea- 
sy, said, " I do assure you, my dear sister's 
designs are honourable; her intention in 
this conversation i^ to increase the family 
connexion, by a proposal to your father of 
marrying your ejdest brother, they having 
for a long time, unknown tofiny of the fami- 
ly, entertained an esjteem for each other ; 
and when, as you thought, they were amus* 
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ing themselves in the garden with gather^- 
ing of powers, they were disqoursingof lore^ 
and contriving how to proc^ure the consent 
of your father. If you please, we will walk 
into the back parlour, where your brother is 
expecting, with great anxiety and fear, the 
issue of this conference in the summer-* 
house, and he will confirm- to you the truth 
of what I have now declared." 

We had not been longer in the parlour 
than sufficient for my satisfaction, when my 
father and Mrs. S-— came in, whose looks 
shewed matters were settled to the mutual 
satisfaction of both parties. My father, ad- 
dressing Mmself to my brother said,—* 
*< Young man, this lady hath asked you in 
marriage ; let it be your care to preserve 
the gopd opinion she entertains of you. As 
you could not have flattered yourself with 
being connected with a llidy of such worth 
and fortune, endeavour by your behaviout to 
merit the one^and by a tender and affection- 
ate regard to deserve the other." My bro- 
ther bowed, and Mrs, S— advancing to- 
wards him, they embraced each other with 
that tencierness and affection^ which suffi- 
ciently convinced us of the reality and sin- 
cerity of their passion. 

Alter dinner we retired to the back par- 
lour, where we fixed the Thursday following 
for the solemnization of the msu*i;i.ages, which 
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was to be at the same chuirch. Mrs. S«— 
aAd her brother remained at my father's, 
sending to town, by an express, for what 
things were necessary* The affair was now 
no secret in the vilhige, and every one re- 
joiced in the happy union. A grand enter- 
tainment was prepared, to which the neigh- 
bouring gentry were invited ; and that the 
poor might be partakers of our happiness^ 
two hundred pound were ordered to be dis- 
tributed among them ; and sheep and oxen, 
with strong beer and punch, were given to 
the villagers. 

We went to church, amidst the prayers, 
praises, and acclamations of a thousand 
people, who were assembled on this joyful 
occasion. Open house was kept' for the 
gentry for a month, which was spent with 
the greatest mirth and festivity. We con- 
tinued about six months at my father's, and 
then took our leave, each retiring to his res- 
pective manor, with the promise of meeting 
together anninally every Christmas, so long 
as our parents lived at tlie farm-house. — 
Tears of joy and sorrow were shed by every 
person in the village at our departure, many 
of whom accompanied us some miles on our 
journey. 

A few months after our settlement, Sir 
Robert was called upon the grand jury for 
the county ; iie attended the assize, and stay* 
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ed in court to hear the tnal of a poor old 
maoy who stood charged with the murder of 
his companion. When the prisoner was 
brought to the bar^ his age, grey hairs, and 
decent deportment moved the court to pity 
him- The prisfmer, addressing himself to 
the bench, said,. 'VMy lord, I am a weak, ig- 
norant man, and unacquainted with iaw^ X 
therefore humbly entreat of your lordship 
the favour of having counsel to advise and 
assist me." The judge immediately appli* 
ed to one Mr. Rt— , saying, " Brother R-^, 
you are a known friend of the distressed^ 
this old man must be your client." He aii^ 
swered, '* My lord, I am ready and willing 
to undertake his cause, from your Lordship*a 
recommendation, and fromi a principle bf 
humanity^ though our profession, I must 
confess, Jtre hot fond of such clients " Thea 
turning to the prisoner, he said, **. Take cou- 
rage, old man, your countenance seems too 
honest for a villain " ' 

In the course of the trial, circumstances 
were stronj^ against blm : the. deceased and 
he left the farmer's house together ; the de- 
ceased was found murdered the next morn- 
ing, having his thix^at ci«t ; ^e prisoner's 
hand and shirt were stained with blood ; a 
penknife, which he confessed to be his pro- 
perty/ was found in the yard, bloody, the 
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buckles and a little bag, having the name of 
the deceased upon it, were taken out of his 
pocket. 

" Notwithst?inding,'' said his counsel, 
^* .these circumstances are very strong, I be- 
liete the prisoner to be innocent. ^ Not to 
mention what had been proved to the court9 
^hat the greatest harmony and friendship 
subsisted between the two old men, the pris- 
oner's character, from gentlemen of the first 
rank, whom he hath had the honour of serv- 
ing, of a tender and humane disposition :-^ 
Would he not, had he been the thief and 
murderer, have attempted to escape?— 
Would he have suffered himself to have been 
taken fast asleep ? Would the sight of his 
friend* have so affected him, as to have 
thrown him into strong convulsions for three 
hours ? Would he — " Here (a young man» 
who stood by the prisoner, having taken out 
his watch, to tell him the hour) the prisoner 
interrupted," " My lord, I have a favour to 
ask of your lordship, that this young man 
may be permitted to acquaint the court hov/ 
he came by kis watch, for it was the watch ef 
tny deceased friend, whose name is under 
the lining of t}ie qftse,'and the seal af&xed to 
the chain I gave him.*' The counsel called 
for the watch, and taking out the lining, 
found an engravingwitb the following words, 
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« The legacy of Jame? D' Anvil, Esq. to his 
servant, Thoinas Goodfellow, for his honest 
and faithful services." The young man be- 
ing interrogated how he came by the vratch, 
answered, that he bought it of William 
Thompson, servant of the prosecutor, and 
the principal evidence against the prisoner, 
for nve guineas, whose receipt, and the sil- 
vefsmtth's, of ^whom Thompson bought it, 
he had. 

Thompson was immediately called for, 
being fetched from a public- house, when he 
came into court, was asked, if he knew that 
watch, and to whom he had sold it I He an« 
swered, with great assurance, that he had 
bought it in Lombard-street, of one Mr. 
Feignwell, a silver-smith, for five guineaSy 
about sijc months ago (four months before 
the murder was committed) and he had sold 
it to that youn^ man. The receipts being 
compared, the counsel isoon discovered that 
they were the same hand writing, and si gen- 
tleman in court, whose residence was in 
Lombard-street, declared, upon oath, that 
lie knew of no such person for thirty years 
past- After several questions put to Thomp- 
son, to which he gave evasive and contradic- 
tory answers, the counsel for the jg^risoner 
rose up, and directly charged him with the 
robbery and murder, moved the court that 
he might be taken into custody, and added, 
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tk&t he was under no doubt of proving him 
to be the thief and murderer. This' decla- 
rafdon, expressed with some warmth, so 
much affected and intimidated Thompson, 
that he confessed his guilt, and the varidus 
circumstances attending it. The old roan 
was honourably acquitted, and a collection 
ntade for him at the request, of Mr. R-—. 

Sir Robert afterwards dined with the judge 
who spoke very respectfully of Mr.. R-*-'s 
abilities, and great humanity, mentioning 
several cases of the like nature with the«old 
man's, particularly one^ of an unfortunate 
a»d miserable young woman^ who. had been 
tried for an incendiary. How pleased was 
Sir Robert to hear the name of the. protector 
and defender of my innocence, whom be had 
endeavoured in vain to find out I 

After dinner Sir Robert took his leave of 
the judge, and went to seek for Mr. R— -« 
whom he found at the tavern with the grand 
jury. After some compliments, they enter* 
ed very freely into oonversation, which was 
so agreeably to Sir Robert, that he made Mr. 
R— promise to spend a day or two at his 
manor, when he had finished the circuit.— 
When Sir Robert came home, *' Well, my 
dear (said he) I have joyful news to tell 
thee; the old man is honourably acquitted, 
and by the means of Mm who was your de- 
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two vitkn&i'* ^^Joyliil and wekoine news 
inde«<l»3nydear!'' Ircplkd, <»0 Ixyw do ] 
Ho&g^to seetlie good nnat and on my kn^es 
to thaokand bleai him: We must— " ^\ 
kmnr your meaning/' said Sir Robert, <<we 
skaoid, when in our power, skew our grati* 
tiidaby deedaraswellaa by words." ^ You 
understand me well, Sir," said I, ^ and I 
shall leave the acting part^ which I am seA- 
sdUe will be pleasing, to you." 

The long wished for day came, and, after 
breakfast. Sir ilobert rode out to meet my 
worthy friend* He returned about twelTe^ 
Tery uneasy^ not having seen nor beard any 
tidng concerning him. .We went to dinner^ 
whidx we had deferred, expecting <eTery 
moment ius appearance, being reckoned 
punctual in his engagements, and exact in 
the performance of ms promises. In this 
uneasiness we observed a scrTii^t, riding up 
f^Ii speed to the gate, and ringing the bell, 
soon sfter the master appeaVed, when Sir 
Robert^ knowing him to be Mr. R— , rose 
immediately^ and ran himself to open the 
gate. 

When Mr. R — had alighted, he was in- 
troduced into the parlour, where 1 stood 
with the utmost expectation, to saiutc hiniV 
with tears of joy and gratitude. 
^ I 
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I went' up to him> and embraced faim in 
the mo&t affectionate manner. ' Upon whicK, 
turning to Sir Robert) he said,. << Doth your 
lady salute every visitor in this manner i-»- 
Sureiy she hath mistaken me lor her hus- 
band." "You will cease to wonder, Sir," 
said Ii '< at this behaviour, when I acquaint 
you, that to you I owe the preservation of 
my life. The miserable, loathsome wretch, 
whom your goodness in pleading her cause 
saved from an infamous death, when tried * 
for an incendiary, nowMands before you, 
witKia heart full of gratitude." And, Sir," 
^aid Sir Robert) interrupting me, " as to the 
preservation of that life, I am indebted for ^ 
all my happiness, I must insist upon your 
acceptance of this small note, (a thousand 
pounds) small in comparison of your n:^rit, 
and the service done me, for the prisonei^'s 
ifee." 

Mr. R — stood amazed and confounded at 
these extraordinary incidents. Recoveri^ig 
himself from the surprize, he replied, ". Ma- 
dam, the service I then rendered you, pro- 
ceeded from that inward feeling I have .al- 
ways for persons in distress, whom to re-* 
lieve, when I have the. power and opportuni- 
ty, eitlier by alms, or as was your case, 
pleading their cause, is the only sensible 
pleasure that I enjoy. The satisfaction I 
now receive from this event, is not, madam, 
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iVom your gratitude ; but the reflection of 
havinji pceserred the life of so amiable and 
Taioabie a wo|iiali^ whose pietf does honour 
to veligioD, and whose example is an orna« 
m^it to her sex. . In baring saved your lifo} 
roadatnyl^ndinyseifthe happy instrument 
of assisting^and supporting a number of poor 
and indus^ous families, through that cnari- 
tabieand beaeficent spirit you are ^Uy ex- 
erting; the orphan> the >widow, and the.des- 
litute, finrding in you a^rUe amd warm friend. 
Tlasy miwbm» wldch i» the pride of you, and 
your worthy busbapdy is held a meanness 
witii. too many of . your fortune and distinc- 
tion*; wiiot instead of lessening, increase 
thedybtresses of the indigei^tf by luxury and 
extravagance/' 

Mr. R-— waahere interrupted by the ser- 
vants* bringing in a dish of fish. Sir Robert* 
addressing himself to Mr. R«-i said, << Your 
profession, 8ir, is in a flourishing »&d pros- 
peraus stat^. I mention with concern, not 
plea&ure^ for the mischiefs it produced' %nd 
the distress it hath brought upon mankind." 
<< I kittle expected/' replied Mr«.R-— « «^ suck 
a reflection from a gentleman of your polite- 
nese and understanding.;. The law, Sir, is 
the grand bulwark of the subject's right, 
liberty and.pro)>erty , Let the vulgar be sat- 
isfied; cancel it What will b^ the conse- 
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qaence ? VioUncet shiveiy 'and tfnmnf .-^ 
What protection would the poor mna bate, 
from the insotence and oppreision of las 
wealthy and power&l neighbour ? la k right 
to leave the honest amd industrious a onn^n- 
uat prey to cheats and sbarptfrs witboitt any 
remedy ? Do fou think, Sir Robert, thi^you 
would, as now, be secure in^the eomfortabie 
and peaceable enjoyment of your est«ie i>— 
No profession is to be eensured;for abuses. 
If an empiric administer a poieon fidr a cor- 
dial, is medicine of no use? Tbsr law makes 
net rogues, b«it puHislles ttaean i .it distres- 
ses not, bu« rettores and proieetiy tii* good. 
I should be glad to* see miea honesty that «ur 
eourts ei jusiiae may bo sbut upf wiieh, 
from the multitude of causes iMim tfacmt 
might be kept open day^and nigbiu We 
need not seek for clients s the piriiiiB|<a«a«» 
rice and lumirf of the :«g«r furnish the pro-^ 
fession with isofo suits than they can pro^ 
perly manage. If men would bo-cnatent 
with theifT own, live ceimstent with tkeir star 
tion, and not indutge in>«xpenees« whlcb 
neither thek* fbrtune nor iiidl»try*.can sup- 
port, Westminster Hall would l^e rerycooL 
The' fault lies with yowrseWeiy and tbs een- 
sore of the law is unjuet.'^ 

Whilst wewere^st dinser^a beggar' came 
to^the gate, to* whomi was given tho'iisual re^ 
lief. The man still continuing at the gate, 



the a^rvimt was seat to know what )ie par* 
ticjujorlf wimted. The . servant returnedj 
acquaiotuig^ me that he was very desirous of 
speakkig to me in private. I ordered him 
to come iti^ and have a dinner in the kitchen. 

Mr. R*-. entertained us. with so inany 
pleasaat stories, that had not Sir JRobert 
re&eshcd my memory, the poor man would 
ha^ve been forgotten. ^^ Jf you please, my 
dear, with. Mr. R-^-'s permission, 1 will or- 
der him into the.pariour/' The^servant rc- 
tunied with the old man's refusal, and his 
intreaty to speak with me in private. ^' It 
is neither ^udent nor safe, madam, said Mr. 
R-^ to comply with such a request, for, be- 
ing a^stranger (though his poverty doth not 
prove him to be a rogue, too many are so) 
he is not entitled to stich confidence/' I am 
of your opinion, said ^ir Robert, and there- 
fore (speaking to the servant)! ihsist upon 
hiscomkig into the -parlours if he refuses 
send liim away .'^ 

YVhenhe came into the room^ the sight of 
Mr* R*-* surprised him, and. falling down» 
embracing his knees, prayed to (Sod most 
fervently to bless and preserve him, who 
hjsd preserved his. life from destruction. 
Mr. Rr— immediately recollected his client, 
and. taking him by the hand, lifted him up, 
spying. f'Nojr, old' man, I have one request 
12 



to make m rtmniv whklH yourr AUi^attea 
to m« being «o great «b you-iwiy, yoa mvet 
tvot denymeu What private' bmsiitee* had; 
/eu with t4ii» ladyTSipeakr lionestljrr ^ 
there i» not wp tbhig ttMt you czm Wfr 
which we shattbe-afhkid of hmRing. 

The' poor iMxm> trembiedrand bsf^^ed,. 
witfc teaws toi ^e escu&ed; Wiiei* Mr. R:*^ 
not with his wrafiai^ccmnteiianiee of good na- 
ture, but with a kiiftd of angeis s^aid* « Look 
]roU| oid maar, rinaisl on^ ktnowifig'^i'^'ivedi- 
' ately w4^at you ha^e^tO' saiy to thia iadyy or 
lahall leefeopon jraU' tor beat desig^ntn^ 
knave, aod will^ fSQsmx\\f hsre yoq pwiisfaed 
for basely atl€unptftng>UJtdMtla^b^Ule peaceef 
a worthy fiiniily/' 

This threat atceoinplMlied wbatietitraatf 
could not. ^ BuhoMr tiben, maidam {Mlihg* 
on hta knees) your- footmant-whO) for the re- 
itef afforded you m that dtatresty whieli^^'evea: 
to this present titdeil think of witiir sorrow, 
lost his place, and ever ainc/s hath met with a 
series of miafortnnea, which would have i»r- 
ntinated, hath> it not beeni fba theintefposr- 
tion of that bonburiifblo gcntleniMi, iii» an ig'- 
nominious death." 

Sir Robert, wfad knew all myliistoiTv ^'W® 
highly pieased at the reluetance sheimi by 
the old msn tO' discover tha troth, and' Mr. 
Rj— commended hk' prijvdence in- the afihir. 
Sir Robert, smiling, raised him up, and, ring- 



iogtbtf lM^n,erdelred the nenrdint td provider 
him^iithasuitof>e)othtt^s,«Endtoltiite a bed' 
made up fot« Ifim. 

WUen Me Waiir-gmi^, <''WeU^inf dear; said^ 
Sir RolieTt,tiie relief he flfffbrded, hoirerer' 
injorioua it proved' tayou^ bcnh, was w6ll it)-' 
tended, and th^ereforeslibuM ha^e its^reward.' 
A tenamof mitie is lately dead vwho'ivas' pos- 
seMedjef'afMMiH farm, about sixty pounds a 
year ; in this farm) my dear, I intend to fix 
biifii #hlch iir&ll afford' him a comfortable 
sttbeistence fot the remaiii^er 6f hia life/'-— 
I wa» deligfited #itb this instance ^ Sir R o- 
beitl's loye- towards liie) in rewarding the 
goodhess of a grate&lr' servants 

The w«ek being etoded, Mr. R— t^ok his 
leave, whom we accompanied soiiie part of 
his journey' to towtl, having engaged his 
wort to visit us Whenevei^ he came into the 
cotmtry, and his bfusiness would permit. He 
parted from us,with wishing us fengtfa oidvy^i 
ai» tmintevrupted continuance of .our presem 
happiness) and proper useF of those advanta^ 
ges^ which^ through the goodproi^dence of 
Grod^ Fwasin possession'^. 

On our return homcf through a back laive, 
near our dwelling house, we ov^took a 
p6«nr creature^ withone^ child on her back> 
an«r two walking by lier side. Sir Robert 
stopped fbe' chariot, «i*d ^ <miered the ser* 
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vunt to inquire from whence sins cuac^ and 
whoshewas^ She ansiipered him that she 
vas an unforttinate woman, and, had lived in 
credit and reputation^butnowredueed toUie 
greatest distress through tl^e ibUl^ and mis- 
conduct of her husband, who having 9qua>x- 
4ertd away his aubtance in drinking and 
gaming, and being deeply in debt, had 4e- 
serted her, and gone abroad : that sh€ came 
fjrom London, and was going to his relations 
in £s8<ex9 tese.^ if they would put her inta 
some way of business, to enable her to pro- 
vide for her helpless and destitute children. 
By this time we wer&at home, and, haying 
alighted, Sir Robert bid the se^^vant take.the 
woman and her children into the kitchen, and 
to let tliem have whatever they wanted. 

We had scarce been seated five muautes 
before the servant came in. and said the wo- 
man would nQt stay. Sir JRobert replied,-^ 
^^You have not, I hope, used her 111? her 
poverty may have beien her misiortune, not 
her fault" The servant answered, <* The 
woman, Sir, hath received no abuse not in- 
sult, from any of the servant?, she ^ asked 
whose house this was, and, being informed^ 
to the surprise of us all, she rose in a hurry, 
and seemingly in great uneasiness, and 
would not be pre vailed, upon l>y any means, 
to stay to take the least refreshment. '' Sir 
Herbert ordered the servant to fetch her back 



iinmedttftely ; then tiiTiiing to m€^ said,— 
*^ What can this behciviou^ moui V* I repli- 
ed, <( Mf ctitioiitf'to know is not less thaa 
fours*** 

The servant fimHag otitreaties useless, 
employ edthffettts^ tirhich brouglit her to 1 
compU^Qce. Whcio £(he oaitoe into the par- 
lour she foio^d aw^y^ After a short intera> 
val she recovered % when Sir Robert civilly 
requested toteow the.reafton of her leaving 
hlehotfseso ^btupclf^a^kisucheonfusioni 
*^ Is tKtf ttattie or ^r^ti so t^frrlble as to 
frighten yo«a#ay V*" She answered, «^ £x« 
evse tfite, worthy sir, and permit me to go.'* 
^ Good wothan, said % be not afraid to speak^ 
It lit»i]Aeasa»Oto Sit Robert to comfort and 
SAMst poveolis in tvottMe and distress,'* She 
replied, *'Wben I rdfleet or my formed 
wtckednetfs, iilAdain, I tnay justly fear, what 
it is in yoiir power to take tevenge^. The» 
kij«iry I did yo»--^' **Mei.g©odw&mah?" 
^ Assure me^ sir, upottyo<ir honour, that you. 
wiHl neither detalnnorpuiiish me, and I will 
declare the tn^th : forgiveni^sts I ask not, be* 
cdtt^el deserv«fit Ifot." Sir Robert having 
st«sured heri upon his word, :of her liberty, 
s)io, iurmi^g'to^me, said, *< Madam, are you 
not the daiughter o^ M r^. S. D . ?'' I repliedi , 
Yen.^-^^Do yba i^emiembm'-^'-^remember !' 
-*i*yOu ean'ii&ver fotgei thevHeand profii'^ 
gate^«st»e€ Mr. S«^.^ H«r« she stopped. 
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To whom I answered, '* Art thou that hasc 
woman ? Yqu might indeed reasonably fear 
my resentment.: but your troubled mind is 
affliction and punishment enough, and may 
heaven, as I aihcerely do, forgive .thee." — 
^* Though you merit no favour from me, said 
Sir Robert, for yourj children*' sake, who 
arc innocent of your crimes, you shall re- 
ceive a proper rplicf. You see, continued 
Sir Robert, that virtue, however severe its 
distresses are at.fir&t, will, at the last, meet 
witli its reward, as in thQ case of tliis lady ; 
and that vice, though prosperous and suc- 
cessful for a time, will,, as you now sensibly 
jpxperience, suffer in the end." ^* * * ♦ 
r—Experiencciye Fair, the.s^verest mas- 
ter taught me the worth of virtud, which 
you, from ; my cost, may learn \o prize, and 
value. Let no spacious pretenpe of love, 
nor deluding promise of marris^^, prevail 
with you to risque your innocence. If your 
lover is so in sincerity, ^nd .acts upon hon- 
our, he will avoid the. least indelicacy , he 
will, use no expression, that can raise, even 
a blush, nor offer any rudeneas that .might 
occasion a suspicion of, a 'base inte^ntion.— 
If he solicits any favgurs beyond wMt pure 
and chaste love may grant, his passion is not 
love, it is lust. I^etlum swear in the iQost 
solemn manner that he will not deceive you, 
believe him not : |f you do, when the desire 
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is gratified, desertion follows, and his plea*^ 
sure is ythir misery. The dredulous Calis- 
to, had a perjured Dothario: let her fate 
with mine convince you, that when men 

• swear to be honest* they purpose to act the ' 
part of vilhiina. When they vow, with cau* 
tion, hear^ but never trust them ; for be as* 
sured, thart he who attempts to violate yonr 
honour, can have no honour of his own. The 
maa wlio means weli will not designedly be- 
have ill ; and he that solicits you to an un- 
lawful compliance, hy pleading the warmth 
of his afiectioft, is ce^ainly base at heart, 
and hath no other design than to delude and 
seduce you. If you yield to the solicita- 
tion, you will quickly find the fond swain 
to be changed into the loose libertine, and 

' aversion and disftaste succeed love and en- 
joyment. Wretchedness ensues. Your ac- 
quaintance, for their own sake, must shun 
you, if you do not, from a sense of shame 
a&d guilt avoid them, and your relations will 
treat you with contempt and neglect, Few 
such parents as mine are to be found, who 

. would lament, commiserate, and pardon the 

indiscretion and folly. Thus you will spend 

- the remainder of your days in infamy, be 

consumed with disease, or perish through 

• Want. 

t ' Remember, the surrender of your vir- 
, tue is a crime, that no sorrow, no r&f 
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peotanceoLn atoineforwd expUte, with tlie 
base perfidious betrayer of your beauty and 
innocence, nor with, the modest and vtrtu«- 
0U8 of your own sex. Meditate on these plaiff 
truthsf and observe them, if you will be free 
from the severe repn^atches of sharae and 
guiit« Conscious worthy notsenaual geatifi* 
cation, is happinesa- Good is not &oai 
without, but froni within. No enjoyment 
whatever will be a compensation lor lost 
virtue. It is the mind which gives the laa« 
tre to the beauteous focm^ and innocence 
renders it valuable. Cultivate the one^ and 
preserve the other pure and untaintedf and 
yeu will be happy. 
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